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EDITORIALS 
Blowing Out Sparks At A 
Three-Alarm Fire 


The title of this editorial is not intended as a 
bit of facetiousness. We are writing in deadly 
earnest, with the prayer in our heart that God 
will use what is said to make us stop and think. 


A three-alarm fire is one where, because of the 
extent of the conflagration and the potential dan- 
gers, every available piece of fire-fighting equip- 
ment is called out. 

If those to whom are entrusted the task. of fight- 


ing such a fire should give their time to blowing 
out sparks, which flicker and extinguish of them- 


selves, one would seriously question their fitness | 


to guard their city against the ravages of the fires. 


A three-alarm fire is burning in our midst; a 
fire started and fanned by the arch incendarist, 


Satan himself, but only too often we find those 


intrusted with the duty of putting out the fire 
playing with the sparks and ignoring their source. 


Just where the role of reform comes in the pro- 
gramme of the Church is a question on which 
good men differ; but every man, worthy of the 
name of Christian, will agree that successful re- 
form must come through redemption—redemption 
of the sinner from the power of sin. To affirm less 
is to deny the necessity for the great central truth 
of Christianity. 

If, and we lay stress on the word “‘if.’’ If the 
Christian programme is to lay emphasis on reform 
movements, then we feel that this emphasis should 
be where the need is greatest. In other words, 
point out the most serious needs first. Few people 
would engage the services of a surgeon, who, 
when called to see a patient with cancer, found 
him at the same time suffering with a boil on his 
finger and proceeded to treat the boil and ignore 
the cancer, or make light of its danger. 


Today the cancer on our social system is in- 
temperance, impurity in books and pictures, im- 
urity in life, divorce and remarriage, (often 
Eimply legalized adultery), desecration of the 
abbath, neglect of Bible study and prayer. These 
and countless other prevalent sins are symptoms 
of spiritual anaemia or death. 


And yet, at our young people’s conferences, at 
Jeadership schools and at other gatherings where 


these and other aspects of the sinfulness of the 
‘human heart should be faced and met at the foot 
‘of the cross, we do not find these things men. 
_tioned. Instead, the emphasis is on race relations, 
‘the economic order, a just and durable peace, 
‘and. other programmes which are _ humanistic, 
‘not spiritual. 


Brethren, we are not denying the importance 
‘of many of the subjects now given great place 
in Church conferences for young people and those 

ho are to lead them. However, we do contend 
that on those things which are so clearly taught 
in the Bible we are strangely silent, while on 
some other questions not so clear, we spend most 
,of our time. 

Take the question of race relations. The s0- 
‘lution of this difficult problem is not found in 
.the intermingling of negro and white boys and 

ygirls at summer conferences. The solution is found 

when those boys and girls, regardless of color, 
find the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. 
ust as the pacifism of the last twenty years, 
taught and stressed in young people’s conferences 
each summer, proved a snare and a delusion, 9 
we believe much of the present race relations 
programme may turn back to pierce us thru the 
hand. You cannot substitute for God’s plan a man- 
made one, and not pay the penalty. 

Again; the economic injustices of the capital- 
istic system, and the racketeering policies of some 
labor unions will not be rectified by some 
socialistic scheme which ignores sin in the hv- 
man heart, the cause of these ills. 


But to return to our first contention. If 4 
programme of reform is to be stressed at cor 
ferences in the future, then let us at least face 
those things in our home and national life which 
are daily sending thousands of souls to hell; 
impurity, intemperence and the like, call them 
what they really are and show our young people 
the solution of these.sins, as of al] others, } 
found in the living Christ in the heart. of the 
believer. 

One can but wonder why a protest against sus 
gestive books and moving pictures, the cigarette 
evil among young people, or the use of intoxicat- 
ing liquors, is so unpopular, while some other 
social problems which are of infinitely less I™ 
portance attract so much attention. Placing the 
emphasis where Christ places it will be mor 
profitable and it will certainly be more in keepin 
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F acing Fire 


John Bunyan pictured the true Minister of the 


Word as one whose lips were the words of truth 
and who preached as a dying man to dying men. 
We have received two letters from Chaplain 
w. B. Hooker, with the Forty-eighth Replacement 
Battalion in France, which remind us of Bunyan’s 
portrait. The chaplain writes: : 


“Greetings from France ... In all I held ninety- 
(July). This included 
communion services which I have after every ser- 
vice. I hold my service and then any who desire 
to go to communion can do so. I had two services 
every day last month and some days I had four. 
I do this because we have a stream of men pass- 
ing through our battalion on the way to the front, 
and if I waited until Sunday for services I would 
miss most of them. So I have it every day and also 
give them opportunity to go to communion before 
they leave for the front. I also had thirty-three to 
accept Christ as their Saviour and be baptized. 
I wish you could see the men in their worship, 
for it would really be an inspiration to you. It 
really has been an inspiration to me. Of course 
we meet out in the open. I have never seen a 
more earnest and sincere group of worshipers. 
I try to bring them evangelistic messages at every 
service and that is what they really want. All 
humanism, social gospel, modernism, salvation by 


character or conduct is out when men reach this 


stage of the game, and they don’t hesitate to say 
so. Men who are about to face fire want the real 
Gospel that was preached by the Apostles. Every- 
thing else is out with them. They want the real 
truth as it is in the Gospel ... I am enjoying The 
Journal that I receive from time to time.” 

| —Wm. C. R. 


Verbal Inspiration 


It is not surprising that the enemies of Chris- 
tianity have spent much time attacking the 
Church’s historic doctrine of verbal inspiration. 
It is easy to understand that this is excellent 
strategy on their part. It is surprising, however, 
and most disappointing to observe this doctrine at- 
tacked in the house of its friends. We regretted 
to read in The Christian Observer of August 30, 
1944, such an attack by Dr. Walter L. Lingle. He 
stated in his introduction that he hesitated to 
write upon this subject. Well might he hesitate! 
It would have been still better had he continued 
to hesitate. He further asserted that the Church 
Is more sensitive on this subject than on any 
other. This is as it should be, if the Church is to 
be at its best. An indifferent Church would not be 
Sensitive on this subject. The Church that knows 


the issues involved, must necessarily be. sensitive. . 


Once more, the writer affirms that he believes in 

the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. Unfortu- 

nately, he explains away his belief in plenary in- 

spiration because no theory of inspiration is full 

and complete apart from verbal inspiration. Ver- 

en is the only full inspiration con- 
livable. 


There are a few comments that we would like 
to offer on this subject. The first thing we must 
remember is that the Bible plainly teaches verbal 
Mspiration. Let us- mark it down that verbal. in- 
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spiration is taught in the Bible, and, therefore, we 
are bound to believe it. We wonder if it ever oc- 
curred to Dr. Lingle to inquire how this doctrine 
of verbal inspiration started. Did our forefathers 
manufacture it out of their imagination? Did they 
invent such a doctrine to deceive the members of 
the Church? Or, is it possible that they examined 
their Bible and found such a doctrine plainly 
taught therein? We do not see how anyone with 
open eyes and unprejudiced mind could fail to 
see that the Scriptures themselves testify to ver- 
bal inspiration. The Confession of Faith says that 
“in all controversy of religion, the Church is 
finally to appeal to them.” Let us begin with 
Moses. He frequently said to the children of 
Israel: “‘These are the Words of the Lord your 
God.’”’ He declared that the Law which he brought 
down from Sinai was “written with the finger of 
God.” God said to Isaiah: “I have put My words 
in thy mouth.’”’ God furthermore spoke to the 
timid prophet Jeremiah, and promised word for 


- word inspiration for his prophecies with the same 


assurance given to Isaiah: “I have put words in 
thy mouth.” (Jer. 1:9). Ezekiel stated in nearly 
every chapter that the Word of the Lord came 
unto him. Hosea likewise wrote that the Word of 
the Lord came to him. It was the same with the 
other Old Testament prophets. In Acts we are 
told that David wrote the Psalms by verbal in- 
spiration. The apostles themselves claim to have 
written and spoken under direct inspiration. On 
the day of Pentecost we read “they spake with 
other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 
In nearly two hundred different passages in one 
manner or another St. Paul asserted explicitly the 
inspiration of himself and his companions of the 
Gospel. What did St. Peter mean when he wrote 
“holy men of old spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost?” (II. Peter 1:2). Our best ex- 
positors tell us that the words were carefully se- 
lected by the inspired mind under divine guidance. 
The New Testament closes with this solemn 
warning: “If any man _ shall add unto these 
words ... and if any man shall take away from 
the words of this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part out of the Book of Life.” If the words of 
the Book were not inspired, why should this warn- 
ing. be given against tampering with them?. It 
seems clear to us that any attack upon the 
Church’s doctrine of verbal inspiration is nothing 
less than an attack upon the integrity of the Bible 
itself. Jesus affirmed that “till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law till all be fulfilled.” The jot is the 
smallest Hebrew letter. It is not even a word. 


In the second place, we should observe that 
Dr. Lingle’s article is at variance with the beliefs 
of the greatest Christian teachers of all times, 
and including our own Standards. St. Augustine 
was the greatest thinker the Christian Church pro- 
duced from the time of the closing of the canon 
to the Reformation. What did he have to say on 
this subject? In his De Consensu Evangelistarum 


- (I.xxxv) he wrote: “Christ is the Head and His 


apostles are the members. Whatever He wished us 
to read concerning His words and deeds, He or- 
dered to be written down as if with His own 
hands; he who reads the narratives of the evan- 
gelists will believe them as if he saw Christ Him- 
self writing by their hands and pens.’”’ The greatest 
of. the Reformers was John Calvin. No one can 
read his Institutes of the Christian Religion with- 
out being convinced that Calvin believed in. ver- 
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bal inspiration. He stated that the historical books, 
as well as the prophesies were ‘“‘composed under 
the dictation of the Holy Spirit.” (Institutes 
IV.viii.6). He also declared that the New Testa- 
ment authors were infallible and authentic 
amanuenses. (IV.viii.9). He spoke in the most ab- 
solute terms of the authority and verbal inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures. Since the Reformation, the 
Christian Church has had no abler theologian than 
Dr. B. B. Warfield, of Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary. Dr. Warfield has a monograph on the sub- 
ject of verbal inspiration in which he defends it 
with great skill. Anyone, therefore, who attacks 
the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures must be 
reminded that he has parted company with the 
best scholarship of the Christian Church since its 
inception. 


In the third place, it should be remarked that 
Dr. Lingle unconsciously ignores the function of 
the Holy Spirit as related to the verbal inspiration 
of the Scriptures in his article. Only twice is the 
Holy Spirit mentioned by Dr. Lingle in this article 
and both times the allusions are from other 
writers, one of which is our Confession of Faith. 
It has been the Church’s belief that the Holy Spirit 
inspired the Scriptures, is responsible for them 
and guarantees their veracity. Nowhere does Dr. 
Lingle touch on these points. In the economy of 
redemption, the Holy Spirit apparently assumed 
the responsibility for the inspiration, illumination 
and the application of the Scriptures. Discussing 
the subject that God is the real author of the 
Bible, Calvin has well written “this persuasion 
must be sought from a higher source than human 
reasons or judgments or conjectures—for as God 
alone is a sufficient witness of Himself in His own 
Word, so also the Word will never gain credit in 
the hearts of men until it be confirmed by the in- 
ternal testimony of the Spirit. It is. necessary, 
therefore, that the same Spirit ‘that spake by the 


mouths of the prophets should penetrate into our 


hearts to convince us that they faithfully deliver- 
~ > the articles which were divinely entrusted to 
them.”’ 


We can think of several hundred subjects that 
. the writer could have expatiated upon that would 
have had a more salutary influence upon the 


Church. What profit can come out of an article 


seeking to shake one’s faith in this ancient doc- 
trine of the Christian Church?. We would like to 
recommend to such writers that before they pro- 
ceed to attack these precious doctrines of the 
Church, they hesitate a little longer, and while 
they are hesitating, read thoughtfully and seri- 
ously, William Butler Yeats’ searching little 
drama, “The Hour Glass.” —J.R.R. 


An Expression Of 
Appreciation 


We are indeed grateful to the large number of 
friends who have written in to voice their agree- 
ment with the findings of our Journal supporters 
as printed in the September, 1944, issue of The 
Journal, Pages 2 and 3. Many heart-warming let- 
ters of encouragement have been received. Per- 
haps many other of our readers found themselves 
in agreement with us on these matters. We will 
appreciate hearing from you to that effect. 


We also want to express our appreciation to a 
large number of our subscribers who have re. 


cently sent in additional subscriptions for others. 


At least three have written in during the past 
month stating that it has been their custom to pags 
The Journal on to other interested readers byt 
that now they are finding so much of permanent 
value in The Journal that they do not want to 
part with their copies so are now sending in addi- 
tional subscriptions for these friends who have 
expressed an appreciation for it. 


We are deeply appreciative of our prayer. 
helpers. So many have written in to tell us that 
they are remembering us regularly before the 
Throne of Grace. How this does help and ep- 
courage us. We do need your prayers and covet 
them. Pray that God may continue His great 
blessings upon The Journal’s ministry, that He 
may give us the wisdom and strength for the 
tasks that face us daily. Pray that The Journal 
may be used to bring the much needed revival in 


our Church. 7 —H.B.D. 


To Those Who Want To Help 
With The Ministry Of The 
Southern Presbyterian 
Journal 


1. Take a little time to tell others about The 
Journal. If it has proven a blessing to you, then 
recommend it to someone else. Perhaps you would 
like to send in some gift subscriptions. These are 
available at the rate of six for five dollars to sep- 
arate addresses. 


2. Recommend the treatment of the Young Peo- 
ple’s Program to the Young People of your 
Church. Perhaps you would like to subscribe for 
ten copies to one address for them at the rate of 
$7.50 for the ten copies for one year. : 


38. Send us the names and full addresses of all 
Elders and Deacons of your Church and others 
that you feel might be interested in receiving 
sample copies of The Journal. 


4. Subscribe for some Missionary, Home or 
Foreign. 3 


5. Subscribe for your public library, or for your 
hospital waiting-room, or Doctor’s or Dentist’s 
office. Some other groups have set us an example 
by far outstripping us along this line. 


6. Perhaps you would like to subscribe for your 
Denominational or State College or University 
Library. 


7. Your cash contribution will help greatly, a 
all monies so received go rigut into The Journal's 
ministry. The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Company is a non-profit corporation and uses 
funds received for the furtherance of The 
Journal’s ministry. 


8. Pray for us and give us the benefit of your 
constructive criticism at all times. ~- 


sense 


| 

not 
wor 
wor! 
wor! 

sho 

full 
tron 

\ 

the 
Sc 
text, 
of t 

seco 

T 

“Ho 
saver 
work 

T 
tion, 

And 
good 

I, Gr 
is ab 

are 
not 
work 
Th 

even 
the F 
clare: 
recko 
a 
not ¢ 
more 

In o 
speak 

that 

free 
| can b 
besto 
serve 
to us 
word, 
Out a 
Th 
this ( 
the t 

when 
faith; 
God.” 


‘Oct. 1944 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 5 


Grace And Works 


By Rev. R. F. Campbell, D.D.* 


“By grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of 
works lest any man should boast. For we are his 
workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.” (Eph. 2:8-10). 


When the sun and the moon occupy exactly 
opposite positions in the heavens, as they do at 
full moon, they are said, in the language of a 
tronomy, to be in opposition. : | 


When they come together in the same part of 
the heavens, they are said to be in conjunction. 


So it is with the dominant words that rule this 
text, as the sun and moon rule the heavens. Those 
words are “‘grace’”’ and ‘‘works.”’ In the first half 
of the text, they are seen in opposition; in the 
second half they are in conjunction. 


The first half of the text answers the question, 
“How are we saved?” And the answer is, we are 
saved by grace and not by works. Here grace and 
works are in opposition. ! 


The second half of the text answers the ques- 
tion, ‘Why or to what purpose are we saved?”’ 
And the answer is, we are saved by grace “unto 
good works.” Here grace and works are in con- 
junetion. Let us look, then: 


I. At grace and works in opposition; 
II. At grace and works in conjunction: 


I. Grace and works in opposition. This opposition 
is absolute, sweeping, when the question is, How 
are we to be saved? ‘‘We are saved by grace, and 
not by works.’”? Not partly by grace and partly by 
works; but only and entirely by grace, and not in 
any manner, nor in any measure, by works. 


This opposition of grace and works is expressed | 


even more strongly, if possible, in the Epistle to 
the Romans. In the fourth chapter the apostle de- 
clares: “To him that worketh, the reward is not 
reckoned as of grace, but as of debt.” That is, if 
aman works for you, the money you pay him is 
not a gracious gift, but a debt. In the eleventh 
chapter he says: “If salvation is by grace, it is no 
more of works; otherwise grace is no more grace.” 
In other words, it is a contradiction in terms to 
speak of a man’s good works obtaining for him 
that which has been bestowed upon him by the 
free grace of God. Grace is no more grace, if it 
can be earned or deserved; for grace means favor 
bestowed on those who can neither earn nor de- 
serve it. To use “works” in such a connection is 
to use what Theodore Roosevelt called “a weasel 
word,” one that creeps in and sucks the life-blood 
out of the other word. , 


The apostle rings the changes on this contrast, 
this contradiction, between grace and works. In 
the text itself he states it in still another form 
when he says: “By grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God.” You didn’t earn it by any merit or works 
of your own; it didn’t proceed from you it any 
‘eense; it is a gift—the gift of God. As he says in 


the sixth chapter of Romans: “The wages of sin 
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” The wages of sin is death; 
that is, death, eternal death, is what the sinner 
earns by his sins; it is wages; but life, eternal 
life, is the gift of God freely bestowed on the 
sinner who looks to Jesus Christ as his Saviour 
and his Lord. 


What strikes us most in the Epistle to the Eph- 
esians from which the text is taken is “the ex- 
uberance of grace.’”’ The cup of Paul’s joy in this 
word runneth over; he rolls it as a sweet morsel 
on his tongue; he delights to turn it hither and 
thither that its facets may flash like those of a 
diamond in the sunlight. 


He begins this letter with the salutation: “‘Grace 
be to you and peace from God our Father, and 


the Lord Jesus Christ.’”? Yes, grace is the mother 


of peace. Being justified freely by His grace we 
— peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
rist. 


The epistle is a Pilgrim’s Progress of grace. It 


reminds us of John’s words in the opening section 


of his gospel: “Grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ,” and “of His fulness have all we received, 
and grace for grace.” 


So in this epistle grace is piled on grace; grace 
is multiplied by grace; in it we pass from grace to 
fuller grace. Notice a few of these steps in grace, 
up which, as up a shining ladder, Paul would lead 
us to the very throne of God. He declares that by 
this grace God chose us before the foundation of 
the world, having predestinated us unto the adop- 
tion of children by Jesus Christ unto Himself, ac- 
cording to the good pleasure of His will, to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, which he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved (i.e., in His Be- 
loved Son): in whom we have our redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of our tres- 
passes, according to the riches of His grace, which 
He made to abound toward us.”’ And then, to show 
how spontaneous, free, and undeserved this grace 
is, the apostle reminds us that “we were dead 
through our trespasses and sins, fulfilling the 


_ (evil) desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 


were by nature children of wrath even as others. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead 
through our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ (by grace have ye been saved), and 
raised us up with Him, and made us to sit with 
Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus; that 
in the ages to come He might show the exceeding 
riches of His Grace in His kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus.”’ See how “large and limitless is the 
range of this grace, both as to time and place! As 
to time, it had its beginning ‘“‘before the founda- 
tion of the world,’”’ and it reaches forward into 
“the ages that are to come.” Like God Himself, it 
is “from everlasting to everlasting.’”’ And as to 
place, it reaches downward to the very gates of 
eternal death, which yawn to receive us who have 
earned that endless death by our trespasses and 
sins, and lift us from that death of sin to a life of 


. 
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righteousness and exalts us to the heavenly places 
to sit with Christ on His throne. 


Do you not see, from all this, that salvation by 
grace leaves no place for salvation by works? The 
two are in absolute opposition. They are as far 
apart as the east is from the west. 


II. What place, then, have good works in the 
Christian’s life? They have a very important 
place—perhaps we might say the most important 
place. 


And this place is given to them in the second 
half of the text, where grace and works are no 
longer in opposition, but in conjunction. 


“By grace are ye saved,” says the apostle, “‘not 
of works; for we are God’s workmanship, created 
unto good works.” We are a new creation wrought 
by the grace of God, that we may bring forth 
good works in our lives. Thus grace and works are 
joined together—grace as the origin and source 
of salvation, and works as the purpose of salva- 
tion—the end God had in view when He deter- 
mined to save us by grace. 


Salvation by grace, unto good works, which God 
before ordained that we should walk in them. This 
is God’s program for the Christian. This is the re- 
lation between grace and good works. Here they 
are no longer in opposition, but in conjunction. 
‘‘Mercy and truth are met together, righteousness 
and peace have kissed each other.” 


Let me quote a few passages to show the place 
that good works hold in the mind of God and in 
the life He prescribed for us. 


(1) Good works in His people was the very pur- 
pose of Christ’s death. For we read (Titus 2:13- 
14): “Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, gave Himself for 
us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto Himself a people for His own 
possession, zealous of good works.” Mark you, 
zealous of good works. The Greek word means 
boiling—boiling with the desire and purpose to 
do good. Too many of us are lukewarm, like the 
members of the church at Laodicea, who were 
neither hot nor cold. 


(2) That we might bring forth good works, 
was the purpose of Christ’s resurrection. And so 
the apostle prays: ‘‘The God of peace that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus that great 
shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work, to do His will, working in you that 
which is well-pleasing in His sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.” 


(3) Good works in us is the purpose of the | 


union that God in His grace has established be- 
tween us and Christ. This is a vita] union, wrought 
and maintained by the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. By it Christ becomes our life. “I live, yet 
not I; but Christ liveth in me.” 


“IT am the vine,” says our Lord; “ye are the 
branches. As the branch cannot bear fruit of it- 
self, except it abide in the vine, no more can ye 
except ye abide in me. *** He that abideth in me, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit.” . 


_ (4) By good works we glorify God. “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your 


good works and glorify your Father which is jp 
heaven.” 


“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bea, 
much fruit.” 


(5) Good works are the only satisfactory proof 
of the genuineness of our Christianity. “Do men 
gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles? Even 
so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit, but 
a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good 
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can q 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree 
that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down 
and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits 
ye shall know them.” | 


There are hundreds of other passages as strong 
as these emphasizing the importance of good works 
in God’s scheme of salvation and in the life of the 
Christian. 


By good works we mean two things: (1) per. 
sonal goodness; (2) social goodness. : 


There must first be the personal goodness. Good 
through and through—sound to the heart. “‘Bless- 
ed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 
““A good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth good things, and an evil man out 
of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth 
evil things.” 


(2) Social goodness. Goodness for our own sakes 
would be a species of refined selfishness. A man 
must not only be good, but good for something. 


“Do good unto all men,”’ says the apostle. Jesus 
Christ, who is our model as well as our Saviour, 
‘“‘went about doing good.’”’ We read that God, our 
Heavenly Father, is ‘“‘good to all.” 


Personal holiness, then purity and integrity of 
heart, and unselfish service constitute the very 
purpose of God in saving us by His grace. 


And so we have seen that in the sphere of the 


origin of our salvation, ‘grace’? and works are in 
opposition. “By grace are we saved, not of works.” 


But in the sphere of the purpose of salvation 
they are in conjunction. God’s grace is intended 
to make us perfect in every good work; it works 
in us both to will and to do of His ood pleasure. 


Since then a man is saved by grace alone, and 
since the grace of God is the root from which the 
fruits of the Christian life do spring, how is 4 
man to get this grace?. 3 


There is only one way: Accept it. “God so loved 
the world that He gave.” “The gift of God 1s 
eternal life.’”” The only way to get possession of 4 
gift is to take it. 7 


“To as many as received Him, to them gave He 
the power to become the sons of God, even t0 
them that believe on His name.” This is the func- 
tion of faith—to take what God offers—to receivé 
and rest upon Jesus Christ alone for salvation as 
He is offered in the gospel.” “Whosoever will, let 
him take of the water of life freely.’ 
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This is God’s message—this is the gospel, the 
good news, of Jesus Christ, His Son. “Now then 
we (ministers) are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us; we pray you 
in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God. For He 
hath made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, 
that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him. We, then, as workers together with Him, 
beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of 


God in vain. For He saith, I have heard thee in a 


time accepted and in the day of salvation have I 


succored thee; behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.”’ 


The moment a man receives Christ Jesus by 
faith, that moment the work of God’s grace be- 
gins in his heart, and manifests itself in “good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.” “By grace are ye 
pono *** Created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works.” 


* Asheville, N. C. 


Evangelism 


By Rev. R. L. McNair, D.D.* 


The gospel, as almost every one knows, is liter- 
ally, good news. But it is not always so regarded 
or accepted. It follows, therefore, that to some it 
is good news while to others it does not appear as 
good news. There are even those who would rather 
not hear it. There may be those who do not believe 
it. In any event, it does not appeal to them. Again 
it follows that, before we can present the gospel 
as good news to any particular individual, we 


must first convince him that he is in need of the . 


| gospel, or that it will be a benefit to him. The sick 
man must be made to realize that he is in need of 
medicine before you can induce him to take it. 
We cannot expect a man to lie down and submit 
himself to a major operation until he is convinced 
that he needs such an operation. And even then 
there are those who will take chances with almost 
certain death before they will consent to an oper- 
ation. And so there are those who do not want to 
go to heaven. If they ever consent to go at all, it 
will be —_ because they consider it the lesser of 
| two evils. . 


It would follow, therefore, that, first of all, men 
must be convinced of the fact that they.are sin- 
ners in the sight of God—that they are guilty— 
that they are condemned—that they are helpless 
—that they are lost. And may we not say that 


right here we find the weakest point in all of our . 
efforts in the way of evangelization? How many | 


sermons do we hear on the subject of sin? We 
hear much, in a general way about immorality and 
crime; but how much do we hear about the guilt 
of sin? We hear much about the beauty of the 
Christian life and the glories of heaven. And 
surely there could bewno more glorious theme. 
But is it enough to tell men of these? They are 
fully satisfied with what they are and what they 
have. Should we not preach more about man’s 
needs? In other words should not more of our 


preaching be directed manward? If the Bible 


teaches anything (and no honest man can doubt 
that it teaches many things) it emphasizes the 
fact that the natural man is lost—so far as his 
own efforts are concerned, hopelessly lost. Very 
many references might be given to prove that this 
ls true. Even John 3:16, the passage that is the 
favorite of so many, teaches this fact. If it was 
necessary for God to give His own Son that who- 
soever believeth on Him should not perish, it fol- 
lows necessarily that if God had not given His 
Son, and if men do not believe on Him, these 
same men who are then saved, would certainly 
have perished. Christ also represents Himself as 
having come to seek and to save that which is lost. 


Man’s first and great need is salvation. Without 
it there is no good news for anyone. Of course, it 
must be admitted that the gospel is a_ subject 
which may be presented from many angles. It may 
be applied by means of many considerations; but 
the contention here made is that the need of sal- 
vation and the means by which it may be ob- 
tained should be the first aim and effort of all 
evangelism. We hear and read, in this day and 
time, so many and varied appeals, we naturally 
wonder whether this fact has not been forgotten, 
or at least overlooked. Much is being said and 
written about the awful crime wave that has 
swept over the country, and we lament the fact 
that such a large percentage of criminals are boys 
and girls. And much is being said and written 
about juvenile delinquency. Both of these are ter- 
rible beyond our power of comprehension. But the 
saddest thought of all is the fact that all of these 
criminals and all of these juvenile delinquents are 
lost—eternally lost and without hope, apart from 
the gospel. They are all sinners. They are all in 
need of the same remedy. That remedy is within 
the reach of all, and that one and only remedy is 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Why not, therefore, 
say so? Why “beat around the bush,” as so many 
are doing, in search of this or that remedy? There 
is no other. 


And right here it might be added, or asked, why 
do we spend so much of our energies in the effort 
to carry out this order, or work out that scheme? 
The preacher’s business is to preach the gospel— 
that gospel which is the power of God unto salva- 
tion to everyone that believeth—to the end that 
men and women and children may be saved. Not 
only so; but it should be our first aim and effort 
to save men and women and children from hell. 
The appeal is made for the preaching of the gos- 
pel to save our civilization. The saved man will 
become the best citizen. Saved men will restore — 
order. But the gospel of salvation should be the 
first order and the last order and the one order 
from first to last. : 


Someone has written and published a wonder- 
fully clever pamphlet (no hint is given as to the 
author) which is given the appealing title, ‘‘The 
Guarantee Of Freedom.” Many other efforts have 
been made to secure freedom; but all have failed. 
But the gospel, it is contended will not fail. The 
pamphlet is sent out in the form of an appeal for 
the support of one of our great institutions where 
men are prepared to preach the gospel. The ap- 
peal is wonderfully presented and entirely sus- 
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tained in every particular with one exception— 
namely, the gospel may never have been designed 
to become a guarantee of any kind of temporal 
freedom. To offer any such guarantee of freedom 
would require first a guarantee that a majority of 
the inhabitants—a good majority at that—of the 
whole world would become Christians. On the 
other hand, even a bondslave may become a Chris- 
tian. And even this present war—terrible as it is— 
may be sending more men to heaven than would 
have gone otherwise. It might be more desirable 
to live among savages and go to heaven than to 
live in a world of perfect order and go to hell. 
Would it not be more reasonable, therefore, to 
make our appeal for the support of the gospel, to 
all of its features, as a means of salvation from 
sin and hell and everlasting despair? The trouble 
with many of us is that hell has been eliminated 
from our preaching. Without hell there is no full 
gospel. Jesus Christ had much to say about hell. 
If we refuse to present the doctrine we are un- 
faithful to Him. We preach only a part of the gos- 
pel. If we fail to present this part of the gospel 
we are untrue to Him and to our trust. 


It goes without saying, of course, that, when 
men have been convinced of the fact that they are 
sinners—lost, condemned sinners—the necessity 
of repentance should be preached to them. As a 
matter of fact, this was the first note which an- 
nounced the good news. John the Baptist was first 
heard to cry, “‘Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” If you have never done so, take down 
your concordance and turn to the words Repent 
and Repentance and see how often they occur in 
the gospels and the Acts and Revelation, as well 
as in the Epistles. Paul presents a summary of his 
preaching in Ephesus as “Repentance toward God 


and faith toward Jesus Christ.”’ Christ also said, 


“There is joy in the presence of the Angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth.”’ 


We used to see men and women overcome with 
sorrow when awakened to a sense of their guilt. 
Christ preached that the man of right attitude to- 
ward God would not so much as lift up his eyes 
toward heaven, but smote upon his breast and 
cried, “‘God be merciful to me, a sinner.’”? Even 
the Old Testament Saints cried for mercy. When 
have you seen a man or a woman under deep con- 
viction of sin? Many of those who join the church 
today do so with no more evidence of emotion 
than would be seen if they were joining a club. 
This fact may account for the other fact that so 
many members of the church live the same life 
they lived before they joined the church—just like 
those who have never joined the church. There 
seems to be a feeling abroad with many that one 
man can pray just as effectively as another. Even 
the profane swearer or the dissipated man will be 
heard if he appeals to God for help. May it not 
be that many vain prayers are thus being offered! 


At this point Christ is offered for salvation. But 
are we careful to make people understand the con- 
dition upon which Christ may be received? Only 
when we have been convicted of our sin and guilt 
are we prepared to receive Christ for salvation? 
And only when we repent and turn away from 
our sin may we hope to find that salvation. It is 
appalling to see how many members of the church 
have claimed to accept Christ for salvation, and 
yet they are depending upon their own right- 
eousness or good works to save them. How often 


do we hear it said, “I am doing the best I can” 
One of the general observations which are made 
is stated in these words: “This man or that woman 
will certainly go to heaven; he or she is so good.” 
All people should be made to know that goodness 
= the effect of salvation, rather than the source 
or 


Here we might pause to ask whether the Holy 
Spirit is honored as He deserves to be in ow 
efforts in the form of evangelism. We lament the 
fact that so few are being gathered into the 
church year by year. Are we not in danger of 
criticising the work of God’s Holy Spirit? We do 
not want unsaved persons in the church. No power 
can save a soul apart from the work of the Holy 
Spirit. If we said more about the Spirit’s power 
and less about the lack of additions, we might 
have less to complain of. If we depended more 
upon the person and the power of the Holy Spirit 
and less upon the special days and seasons and 
certain methods—such as Christmas and Easter 
(the year with two Easters for instance) and the 
denatured creed and the like—we might have 
more favorable results. There are those today who 
seem to be determined to make certain combina- 
tions and unions regardless of the wishes or rights 
or opinions of all others. All who are laboring to 
this end might do well to stop and consider whe- 
ther they are acting in accord with God’s Spirit. 
Will such schemes gather more _ souls into the 
Kingdom of God? 


We might pause here for a moment to consider 
one of the modern developments which generally 
accompanies evangelism and which is a very de 
cided departure from the old order. This we might 
call the frivolous element of evangelism. While 
the spirit of frivolity seems to have entered into 
the church through the efforts of various evan- 
gelists, it has not confined itself to that sphere. 
It has found its way into the pulpit and even into 
the pew. This whole change has taken place 
within the last fifty or seventy-five years. It seems 
never to have occurred to the men who occupied 
our pulpits in those days, that the house of God 
was the place to be funny or to find amusement. 
And we might ask in all seriousness what right 
have we to sanction or follow such a custom? 
There is certainly no authority in the Bible for 
it. Neither Christ nor any of His apostles nor any 
of the Old Testament prophets, for that matter, 
ever uttered a word that might be considered in 
the light of laughter. They seem to have con- 
sidered preaching a very serious business. Paul 
wrote weeping. He was so much in earnest, he 
says he could wish himself accursed from Christ 
for the sake of his people. Of course we do not 
want a long-faced religion. We are told to re 
joice. But we are not told to tell funny stories to 
make the people laugh. He says, on the other 
hand, “that we should: avoid foolish talking and 
jesting which are not convenient, but rather giVv- 
ing of thanks.” 


How can we hope to make the unbeliever feel 
that we consider his case serious—how can Wé 
hope to make the sinner feel that he is lost and 
ruined, while we deal in jests and tell ridiculous 
stories to make all the people laugh? Suppose wé 
transfer the preacher to a court of justice where 
a man is being tried for his life. Suppose the 


preacher is also a lawyer and he undertakes 10 


plead the case of the accused before a jury. Can 
you imagine this same man, now in the capacity 


least, 
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‘of a lawyer, pleading for the life of his fellow- 


man whom he believes to have been falsely ac- 
cused, telling such stories for the amusement of 
the court? What would his client think of him? 
What would the court think of his sincerity? And 
how far would his efforts go toward convincing 
the jury? The preacher is supposed to plead not 
before a jury, but the man himself—not falsely 
accused—but a sinner condemned to eternal hell. 
Imagine a man with a heart, making sport out of 
such a serious situation! The thought of making 
the gospel a matter of entertainment—to say noth- 
ing of amusement—should be even abhorrent to 


every Christian. 


Some man writing of one of the late moderators 
of our General Assembly, offered the commenda- 
tion that he had enough sense of humor to keep 
the Assembly in good spirit, or words to that 
effect. Unly think of the Apostolic Council at Jeru- 
salem in such a light! Imagine Paul or James or 
any one of the other apostles making wise-cracks 
concerning the subject of eating blood or of re- 
quiring the Gentiles to be circumcised! Imagine 
the Westminster Assembly making’ wise-cracks 
about the long prayers of some of its members! 


If the General Assembly has to be boosted up 
by such means, then the members better go home 
and ask their Presbyteries to elect a new con- 
stituency. And bringing it nearer home, only think 
of one of our preachers making a wise-crack about 
his own natural birth, while presenting the pro- 
found and all-important subject of the new birth, 
without which no man can ever see the Kingdom 
of God. Imagine the pastor of one of our large 
churches holding up the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper in the way of ridicule by representing a 


certain congregation as using persimmon beer be- 


cause of their inability to secure wine. Such an 
offense should be punished with deposition, or at 
least, with suspicion. 


We should remember that we are not only in 
the house of God, but we are in the immediate 
presence of God. Suppose for a moment that we 
are in the visible presence of God: Can you im- 
agine the whole congregation in an uproar? Should 
a frivolous story appeal to us as funny in such a 
case? | 

How can we teach children to act with rever- 
ence in the house of God when we provoke them 
to boisterous laughter? There are other denomi- 
nations which have it on us in this regard. 


It is argued that we must have some attraction 
to draw the people. If the people are looking for 
amusement they will probably go where they can 
find it in the purest form—to the movies, for in- 
stance. The professional entertainer can beat the 
preacher two to one, in the line he has chosen and 
cultivated. 

But it is said by some that the evangelist who 
resorts to such methods, reaches people that the 
rest of us cannot reach. That might be true and 
not mean a great deal. The real question is not 
answered by those he reaches; but by what he 
does for them after he reaches them. Where does 
he take them? 

Let the evangelist and all other preachers pre- 
sent themselves as the ambassadors of God, show- 
ing by their manner of preaching and conversa- 
tion that they are in a serious business—that they 
are acting for God—they are representing God, 
on the sinner’s behalf. Let the preacher know that 
his is the most important business in all the world, 
and let him so act that all men will be made to 
fee] the same. 

“Now then are we ambassadors for Christ, as 


though God did beseech you by us: We pray you 


in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 
II. Cor. 5:20. 


*Lynchburg, Va. 


Justification 


By Rev. Robert S. Boyd* 


John Calvin was quite right when he wrote that. 


“justification is the principal hinge by which re- 
igion is supported.”? From time to time misunder- 
standings arise concerning some of the integral 
parts of this great doctrine. Briefly stated, justi- 
fication is investiture in the righteousness of 


Christ. Justification is not to be regarded as 


synonymous with pardon, although it is true that 
justification does involve pardon. Justification im- 
plies, as pardon does not, an adequate ground in 
right. Voltaire insisted that it is God’s business 
to pardon sin; but, of course, such is not the teach- 
Ing of the Bible. Calvin taught that when the 
sinner is justified he is clothed in the spotless 
and perfect righteousness of Christ, and that he 
Is pronounced to be righteous and therefore en- 
titled to the covenant promise of eternal life. 


I. The Need Of Justification. 


“How can I be just in the sight of God?” is 
4 question which is at the heart of many religions. 
such a question is a confession of the need of 
justification. Paul, especially in his letters to the 

omans and Galatians, makes it clear that a justi- 


fication is needed because of the fact that all men 
are sinners and are therefore alienated from God. 
“There is none righteous, no not one’ (Romans 
3:10). “For all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Since man stands — 
guilty before God and since he deserves the pen- 


_alty for that guilt, justification is not possible 


until all the claims of the law have been satisfied. 
It is evident that the claims of the law cannot be 
satisfied by the sinner because his nature has been 


so corrupted by sin that he is absolutely unable to 


do anything good. Since man is ptterly unable to 
effect his own justification, it must be done for 
him by someone else if it is to be accomplished at 
all. The sinner, therefore, needs a substitute for 
himself in order to obtain the ground for his 
justification. What then is this ground of justifi- 
cation? 


II. The Ground Of Justification. | 


In the final analysis there are only two re- 
ligions: that of works and that of faith in Jesus 
Christ. The ground of justification must be a 
righteousness of someone’s. It cannot be ours, as 
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we have just seen, because we have no righteous- 
ness. There must be a meritorious ground under 
God’s moral government for the justification of 
the sinner. It cannot be the sinner’s merits; he 
has no merits. The merit required for justification 
must be something taken instead of that personal 
merit which the sinner lacks. That something is 
the atonement of Christ: His work for us. “For 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth’ (Romans 10:4). Justi- 
fication implies the perfect fulfilment of the law; 
it cannot come about on any other basis. Jesus 
Christ is the only one who has perfectly satisfied 
the law; and His work for us is imputed—credited 
to our account—for righteousness. It is thus that 
we become the righteousness of God in Him 
(Christ). Edward Motte has expressed this identi- 
cal truth in the words of the hymn “Solid Rock”: 
““. . . clothed in His righteousness alone, faultless 
to stand before the throne.’”’ Therefore when we 
stand before Him in that day justified, the ground 
of that justification will not be what we have 
done, but what Christ has done for us. I am glad 
that my hope of heaven rests not in the worthless 
deeds of my weak and sinful hands, but only in 
the cross of my Saviour who loves me and gave 
Himself for me. , 


Ill. The Nature Of Justification. 


What meaning are we to assign to this word 
justification? When God justifies a man does He 
declare him to be just or does He make him just? 
The word “to justify” is one which has been bor- 
bowed from the courts of law, and it refers to 
the issue of a charge brought against an accused 
person. An accused person is tried in a court of 
law and as a result he is either acquitted or con- 
demned; that is, he is treated either as an inno- 
cent man or as a guilty man. Notice that he is 
treated either as innocent or guilty. The person 
accused may be guilty, and yet by some means or 
other the verdict of “not guilty’ may be brought 
in, so that the law acquits him as having nothing 
against him. On the other hand the person accused 
may be really innocent, but because of circum- 
stantial evidence or the lack of other evidence in 
his behalf, he may be found guilty. In such a case 
the person accused is treated as a malefactor. The 
sentence of the court, therefore, does not in and 
of itself change or otherwise affect the man’s 


moral character; it only declares that the law has, | 


or has not, unsatisfied claims against him. Thus 
it is reasonable to conclude that in justification 
the condemned sinner is declared right before the 
law. The sinner is simply treated by God as one 
on whom the law has no claim at all. 


While I am aware of the fact that the Greek 
verb translated “to justify” may, in some cases, 
be translated “‘to make righteous,” I am equally 
sure that the same verb is almost always to be 
translated ‘“‘to declare righteous.” In most cases 
the use of the word and due consideration of the 
context will make the proper translation abund- 
antly clear. For example when Jesus was talking 
with the people and the Publicans about John the 
Baptist, pointing out to them his uniqueness and 
showing that the prophet Malachi had written con- 
cerning him and his work, Luke says: “Now when 
all the people heard (these things) and the Pub- 
licans, they justified God...” (Luke 7:29). Pub- 
licans and sinners making God just! It is indis- 
putable that the Publicans and the people could 
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conditioned. “ ... for it (the gospel) is the power 


only declare God to be just. 


The Standards of our Church interpret justif. 
cation as a declarative or forensic act. According 
to the Larger Catechism, “Justification is an ag 
of God’s free grace unto sinners, in which he par. 
doneth all their sin, accepteth and accounteth their 
persons righteous in his sight; not for anythi 
wrought in them, or done by them, but only for 
the perfect obedience and full satisfaction of 
Christ, by God imputed to them, and received by 
faith alone’? (boldface type mine). In the words 
of Calvin “justification is an acceptance by which 
God receives us into His favour, and esteems js 


as righteous persons; and we say that it consists 


in the remission of sins and the imputation of the 
righteousness of Christ” (boldface type mine; Ip- 
stitutes, III:xi). According to Calvin, therefore, 
justification is an acquittal from guilt. Now this 
acquittal is by no means an admission on God's 
part that the sinner is innocent and guiltless: 
(such a statement would not be true); but the 
acquittal is declared because of the fact that an 
imputation of righteousness has_ taken place, 
Christ’s righteousness paid the debt which the 
sinner owed and was unable to pay. The sinner’s 


bill has been marked “paid in full” (marked with 


the precious blood of the Lamb of God), because 
the perfect obedience and full satisfaction of 
Christ has been credited to his account. | 


But the nature of justification is not only de- 
clarative; it is also punctiliar, i.e., it takes place, 
not as a process or gradual thing, but happens 
once for all. The difference between justification 
and sanctification illustrates something of the na- 
ture of the former. The difference between these 
two doctrines is sometimes expressed by theolo- 
gians as follows: justification is instantaneous, 
complete and final, once for all; sanctification is 
gradual, incomplete, a process. Justification is ju- 
dicial, sanctification is moral; the former is equal 
in all, the latter is unequal; the former is from 
the guilt of sin, the latter from the depravity 
caused by sin; the former gives the sinner legal 
title to heaven; the latter brings about moral 
fitness for heaven. | 


IV. The Means (Instrumental 
Cause) Of Justification. 


We have seen that the righteousness of Christ 
is the ground of justification, and that this Tight- 
eousness is imputed to the sinner. But how is this 
imputation of Christ’s righteousness accomplished! 
What is the means by which this righteousness 1 
credited to the sinner’s account? The Scriptures 
declare faith to be the only means of justification; 
it (faith) is the only act on which justification 3 
of God for salvation to every one who has faith.’ 
(Romans 1:16). “Knowing that a man is not Jus 
tified by the works of the law, but by faith in 
Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 2:16). Misunderstand- 
ings concerning the means of justification often 
arise in which the part of faith is somewhat over 
looked and the works of the sinner more or [ess 
substituted therefor. Indeed there seems to be 
something wrong in the statement on Justification 
by Faith in the Brief Statement of Belief adopted 
by the General Assembly of 1913 and _ included 
just before the table of contents in the Confession 
of Faith. In this Paragraph X of the Brief State 
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ment justification is conditioned, not on faith 
alone (although the title of the paragraph is 
“Jystification by Faith’) but also on repentance, 
confession, and the forsaking sins. Now if the 
words in Paragraph X of the Brief Statement are 
taken at their face value, they indicate that a man 
is justified, not solely by means of his faith, but 
also on account of his repentance, confession, and 
forsaking of his sins. In other words, the Brief 
Statement teaches that God justifies not so much 


a sinner as a man who has already made con- 


siderable progress out of the realm and state of 
sin and who is well on the road of sanctification. 
Moreover the word faith is not even included 
(except in the title) in this Praragraph X. Would 
that the Brief Statement were as explicit as 
Chapter XI, Paragraph II, of the Confession of 
Faith concerning the condition of justification. In 
this Chapter of the Confession we read: “Faith, 
thus receiving and resting on Christ and his right- 
eousness, is the alone (boldface type mine) instru- 
ment of justification; yet it is not alone in the 
person justified, but is ever accompanied with all 
other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but 
worketh by love.” In his letter to the Romans 
Paul points out that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. In 
the opening verse of the fifth chapter of the let- 
ter to the Romans Paul says: “Being therefore 
justified by faith.’”” He does not say “Being there- 
fore justified by repentance, confession and the 
forsaking of sins.’’ The very arrangement of the 
Roman letter bears out this claim that justifica- 
tion is by faith, in that Paul places injunctions 
concerning practical Christian living after his 
brilliant exposition of justification by faith., ‘“‘Be- 
ing therefore justified by faith ... I beseech you, 
therefore, brethren ... that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice ... be kindly affectioned one 
toward another with brotherly love; in honour 
preferring one another.”? (Romans 5:1la; 12:1a, 
10). From this it must be evident even to the 
casual observer that a man who is able truly and 
sincereley to live his life in the spirit of the teach- 
ings in the twelfth of Romans has been first jus- 
tified and thus enabled by the grace of God to do 
such works. Yet there are many intelligent peo- 
ple who are relying on their own excellencies of 
character to secure a favorable verdict when call- 


ed to the bar of God! - 


Now the faith which is referred to in this con- 
nection is the receiving, the resting in, the trust- 
ing in Jesus. It is not merely relying upon what 
God has testified in regard to all truth; but it is 
trusting in and receiving Jesus Christ as the only 
Saviour from sin. But whence is this faith which 
enables the sinner to receive Christ? Is it an ab- 
stract something which man in some mysterious 
way manufactures within himself, or does it come 
from some other source? We believe with the 
Psalmist that salvation is of the Lord. God re- 
quires faith as the means and as the only condi- 
tion of justification, and He even gives the faith 
which He requires. “For by grace are ye saved 
through (not “on account of’) faith; and that 
(ie, the faith), not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God.” (Ephesians 2:8). Salvation, therefore, 
is from beginning to end by the grace of God and 


ls not by good works but unto good works. 


; V. The Effects Of Justification. 
After the sinner is justified by grace through 


faith in Christ Jesus—after the perfect right- 
eousness of a divine Saviour has been made over 
to him, then al] the effects of a true and perfect 
justification follow. Although the unchangeable 
and holy law of God still requires the sinner’s 
obedience, his relation and standing under the 
law are gloriously altered. His status of con- 
demnation is changed to a status of justification; 
his sin is pardoned; his liability to a total and 
fatal fall is removed; his integrity is guaranteed; 
he is raised from the relation of a servant to the 
relation of a son (i.e., God no longer Judge, but 
Father). Paul expresses the thought in the above 
statements in a pithy clause in Romans 5:1, “Be- 
ing therefore justified by faith, we have peace 
with God.” Or in other words (and still quoting 
Paul), “There is therefore now no condemnation 
to those who are in Christ Jesus.”” (Romans 8:1). 


But not only is the justified man at peace with 
God; the Spirit of God works in his heart and 
gives the justified man all other saving graces. 
After justification there will be the ability, the 
will, the determination and the delight to do good 
works. And this is precisely why the teachings and 
injunctions in the twelfth of Romans appear after 
the doctrine of justification by faith has been ex- 
pounded. And this is most certainly what James 
meant when he wrote “Ye see then how that by 
works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” 
(James 2:24). 


VI. The Guarantee Of Justification. 


How can the sinner know that his justification 


is valid? What proof has he that the work of the 


Substitute has been accepted as full payment for 
the debt which he owed? The resurrection of 
Christ is the earnest of God concerning His pur- 
pose to save those who believe. The resurrection 
of the sacrificed One was required to produce 
faith in men—faith through which alone the ob- 
jective fact of the atonement could have the effect 
of justification subjectively. Without the resur- 
rection of Christ the atoning work of His death 
would have remained without subjective appro- 
priation; His being delivered up for our trans- 
gressions would not have attained its end, namely, 
our justification. Melanchthon expressed it thus: 
“Quanquam enim praecessit meritum, tamen ita 
ordinatum fuit ab initio, ut tunc singulis appli- 


-caretur cum fide acciperent.”’ The resurrection is 


therefore the proof of the power of the Gospel to 
save a man from his sin. Death is dead because 
Jesus conquered it in His resurrection; and be- 
cause death is dead our justification is not only a 
possibility but a blessed reality. Thus the faith 
and hope of believers is established on a sure and 
everlasting foundation. Men can see the Gospel 
standing in all of its beauty and power only when 
the doctrine of justification by faith alone is inter- 
preted and expounded as it is presented in the 
Scriptures. 


“Charlotte, N. C. 


A letter from Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden asks that 
we make the following announcement: “Due to 
the fact there was an unavoidable delay in issuing 
the Plan of Reunion,. January 1, 1945, instead of 
October 1, 1944, will be considered the deal line 


for suggestions. 
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Mustakh Masih 


By Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


He was a bright-faced little Indian boy. His 
handsome countenance bespoke his high caste. His 
Christian mother called him Mustakh Masih which 
means longing for Christ. His Mohammedan fa- 
ther called him Mustakh Ahmed, longing for Mo- 
hammed. So he went by the name Mustakh 
(Mooshtakh). When the father found out he could 
not force the mother to become a Mohammedan 
he thrust her and little Mustakh out of the home. 
Under the laws of India the mother will rear 


Mustakh until his seventh birthday. Then he must. 


return to the home and to the Mohammedan train- 
ing of his father. This anxious Christian mother 


and her missionary adviser, Mrs. Dale White, are | 


trying to seize every opportunity to teach 
Mustakh more and more of the things of Christ. 


They ask us to unite with them in praying that he © 


may indeed always be “longing for Christ.”’ As 
the mother teaches the things of Jesus may the 
loving Saviour manifest Himself to the child so 
that Christ may be formed in him! This true story 
represents a challenging situation which has many 
a counterpart in old India. 


All over the world loving parents are bringing 
their little children to Jesus that He may again 
take them up in the crook of His arms, and put 
His hands upon them and bless them. For the in- 
tuitive love of the mother realizes that the little 
ones are safe in the tender Shepherd’s care. They 
bring their children and present them to Christ, 
first in their glistening white christening robes. 
Then, seriously seeking to keep the solemn vows 
they have made, these faithful parents bring their 
little children to Jesus by telling them the stories 
of the Gospel. Children two and three years old 
love the precious stories of the healing of the sick, 
the feeding of the hungry, and the stilling of the 
tempest. At Christmas comes God’s great love 
story. At Good Friday there is the Saviour who 
suffered that we might be forgiven. Mrs. Alex- 
ander told this story so simply and so truly in her 
children’s hymn: 


There is a green hill, far away, 
Without a city wall. 


Then the children rejoice with the angels in the 
gladness of Easter morn. The lilies tell of our 
dear Saviour risen from the dead and alive for- 
ever. 


Millions of parents in Europe, Asia and Oceania 
are glad that they kept their baptismal vows and 
told their children the things of Jesus when they 
were young children without waiting until they 
became old in the ways of the world. Sometimes 
becoming older means becoming harder to reach 
for the Saviour. Many of these precious little onq~ 
are no longer in the arms of their parents to b- 
taught the things of the Saviour. In some cases 
the parents have been killed by war, in others the 
families have been scattered by approaching 
armies. Thousands of children have been killed by 
_ bombs and bullets, by famine and disease. If these 
~ parents had waited to bring their young children 
-to Jesus until they were “old enough,” they could 
never have done so. They would have missed the 
most precious opportunity God ever gives a pa- 


rent: the privilege of telling the story of Jesys 


and His love to one’s own child. They would have 


disobeyed the Word of their Lord: Suffer the little 
children to come unto me ... for of such is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Perhaps, the recent polio 
epidemic had as one of its lessons a gentle admo- 
nition to American parents not to delay in bring- 
ing the little ones to Jesus. 2 


The disciples, however, rebuked those who were 
bringing their little children unto Jesus. So 
through the ages there have been well-meaning 
disciples seeking to deter the little ones from 
their Saviour. The Reformation was a return to 
Christ as the foundation of knowledge. Luther, 
Tyndale and Calvin protested against starting with 
nature and Aristotle and insisted on starting with 
the Bible and Christ. For other foundation can no 
_ lay than that which is laid which is Jesus 

rist. | 


Accordingly, the Protestant leaders wrote care- 
ful catechisms to teach the little children the 
things of Jesus. It was the custom in the Kentucky 
home in which Benjamin B. and Ethelbert D. 
Warfield were reared to memorize the Shorter 
Catechism in the sixth year. In other homes the 
plan of salvation and the work of Christ as pro- 
phet, priest and king were taught at this early age 
by the use of the child’s catechism. Our Church 
directs that the Bible, together with the cate- 
chisms, shall be the chief text-books of the Church 
School, the center of every course of instruction. 


Some disciples push the teaching of sin, grace - 


and Christ into later years under the influence of 
their conception of “the age of accountability.” 
Now the age of accountability is not a direct 
teaching of Scripture, but an inference. There 
may be something in the inference, but it is never 
right to use an inference to set aside the plain 
teachings of the Word. 


The recent volume, Can Religious Education Be 
Christian? both by its title and by its content sug- 
gests drawing out from the child’s experience 4 
religion that may or may not be Christian. If the 
kind of religious education envisaged in this book 
were given to little Mustakh he would scarcely be 
a Christian by his seventh birthday. He might have 
a vague theism on which the father could easily 
build the Mohammedan doctrine. And the serious 
thing about this book is that it professes to em- 
body the aims and methods of the International 
Council of Religious Education. This International 
Council draws up the lesson plans for our different 
denominations and suggests goals and aims to the 
denominations. Indeed, in examining a set of goals 
based on those of the Council, I failed to find for 
the little children the aim to set forth the revela- 
tion of God in Christ, or to present Him as the 


Saviour of sinners, or to teach that God is our 


Father in and through Christ. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ used the story of the 
sheep to teach the Good Shepherd who seeks His 
sheep and who lays down His life for His sheep. 


‘He used birth to teach the need for the new birth. 
He used human parenthood to teach how willing 
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the Father is to give the Holy Spirit. He used the 
flowers and the birds to teach the children of God 


‘to trust their heavenly Father. On the other hand 


there is a use of nature studies that fails to tell 
us that the seed the farmer sows represents the 
Word of truth which Jesus sows in the heart as 
the teacher tells the little child the things of Jesus. 
There is a use of rain and birds and butterflies 
and trees and lakes that only takes one to nature 
and vaguely to nature’s God. There are good 
stories of children of other lands which go no 
further than the same stories taught in the kinder- 


garten. 


Let us look to our aims and to our stories in 


religious education and ask ourselves before. the 
Searcher of all hearts, can the education we are 
projecting be expected to form Christ in the 
hearts of the little children by their seventh birth- 
day? 


In the Holy Mount the Voice came from Hea- 


ven saying: This is my Beloved Son, hear ye Him. 
Jesus Christ, the beloved Son, says: Suffer the 


little children to come unto Me. These dear little: 


hearts need Jesus Christ. He is the Saviour, the 
Teacher, the Lord, the Friend that the Father made 
for them and gives to them as we tell them about 
Him. God is the giver of every good and perfect 
vift, but there is no gift which can take the place 
of Jesus Christ, the unspeakable gift of His love. 


Our little children need Jesus because they are 
sinners and He is the Saviour of sinners. All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. In 
Adam all sinned. The Psalmist tells us that we sin 
as soon as we are born and that we go astray from 
the womb. Now God has promised to be our God 
and our children’s God. On the basis of the cove- 
nant promise of God we present our children to 
Him in baptism. But a promise is not necessarily 
fulfilled at once and the grace of baptism is not 


tied to the moment of the application of the water. | 


Thus, a baptised child may be an unregenerated 
child and it may well be God’s purpose to fulfill 
His promise to save that child in Christ as the 
parent and the Church School] teacher tell him the 


things of Jesus. And even a regenerated child of 
the covenant is not a deified saint. He is like his 
parent righteous only by imputation, by the im- 
putation of the righteousness of Christ. So little 
children need to be lovingly taught the law of 
God that they may know they are sinners and that 
the law may be a schoolmaster to lead them to 
Christ. And they need most of all to be taught 
tenderly the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ indicated this need when 
He told the story of the lost sheep a second time 
with special reference to the little ones. And Jesus 
concluded the Matthean form of this parable thus: 
Take heed that ye despise not one of these little 
ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in heaven. For the Son of man is come to 
save that which was lost. | 


Our little children need Jesus that in Him they 
may become children of God. As a result of the 
Fall, ‘““we were by nature the children of wrath.” 
(Eph. 2:3). But our Lord Jesus Christ who was 
by nature the Eternal Son of the Father was made 
under the law that we might receive the adoption 
of sons in Him. (Gen. 4:4-7). “We are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.”’ (Gal. 


3:26). “As many as received Him to them gave 


He power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His Name.” “No one knoweth the 
Father save the Son and he to whom the Son 
willeth to reveal Him.” “I am the way, the truth 
and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but 
by Me.” Let us bring our little children, then, to 
Christ that they may be born again of His Spirit, 
adopted into the family of God by grace through 
faith, and for the sake of the Redeemer clasped 
in the arms of the Father in forgiveness and love! 

Regardless of the clamor of voices or the pres- 
sure of human “authorities,” may our parents, 
our Sunday School writers and teachers heed the 
Word of the Lord: Suffer the little children to 
come unto me and forbid them not! So shall our 
little ones be able ever more intelligently to sing: 


Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 


Compulsory 


In the proposed amendments to the Book of 
Church Order, it is suggested that the rule re- 
quiring the retirement at the age of seventy shall 
apply to “all ministers serving the Church, its 
agencies, or its courts in any other capacity.” If 
adopted, all ministers must at the age of seventy 
automatically cease all services to the Church of 
any kind whatsoever. A minister could not serve 
on any committee of Presbytery or Synod, could 
not be a commissioner to the General Assembly, 
act as stated or temporary clerk of any court— 
in fact, if interpreted literally, it would be doubt- 
ful whether he could speak in any church court, 
for certainly taking part in discussions is serving 
the Church, sometimes in a very valuable manner. 


But if there is to be such an automatic re- 


Retirement Of Ministers 


By Rev. D. S. Gage, D.D.* 


tirement from service as is now required from 
ministers serving as pastors, it is hard to see why 
it should not apply to all ministers in any ca- 
pacity. This amendment to the Book of Church 
Order would seem fair if all pastors must auto- 
matically retire. Why not all secretaries, or edi- 
tors or seminary professors, missionaries, etc., be 
put under the same rule? In the case of some 
colleges and seminaries there is such a rule, but 
it only applies to service in that institution. A 
minister whose work has stopped in this manner 
can still serve the Church in some other capacity 
if he should be called to do so. But the- proposed 
amendment would forbid all service of any kind 
whatsoever in any agency or court. It seems fair 
to make it apply to all, and not to pastors only, if 
there is to be such a compulsory retirement rule. 


a 
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But is the present or any such general com- 
pulsory retirement rule wise or right? The writer 
thinks it wholly wrong and unwise and even un- 
constitutional, if our present theory of a call to 
the ministry is sound. 


Our view of the call to the ministry is that it 


includes three phases: First, the call of the Spirit 


in the heart. Second, the examination of this call 
by a Presbytery, because the experience of the 
Church has shown that young or even older men 
may be mistaken and that the judgment of a Pres- 
bytery should confirm the thought of some candi- 
date. Third, the call through the Church to some 
definite work. The Book of Church Order says 
that candidates should not be ordained except 
to some definite work to which some branch of 
the Church has called them. That we often evade 
this by ordaining some licentiate to the work of 
“an evangelist”? does not set aside our theory or 
view of this three-fold call. 


Now, the rule making all ministers cease their 
labors at the age of seventy, even if there is still 
a call of some church or other agency for service, 
is squarely against this conception of our Church 
as to the nature and marks of a “call to the min- 
istry.” If a man has had the call of the Spirit, 
if this has been approved by Presbytery, if to this 
there come the call of the Church through any 
agency for service, then we are going squarely 
contrary to our whole idea of the _ call if we 
arbitrarily end the service of any ordained min- 
ister merely because of reaching a certain age. 
There is no such age limit in the Scriptures. John, 
according to church tradition, served until extreme 
old age. Nor can there be found in any part of 
the Scripture any thought that age should end the 
service of one called of God for His service. It 
is not in the Old Testament where the service 
of many ran far beyond this age. There is no 
suggestion of it in the Pastora] Epistles where it 
should have been found had the Holy _ Spirit 
thought this age was when all those whom He 
had called should cease their labors. 


Remains the argument from expediency. It is 
argued that men at the age of seventy are too old 
to continue to serve the Church efficiently. For 
fear that men holding positions should become too 
feeble, either bodily or mentally, to serve effici- 
ently, there are institutions which have this age 
limit. But this is not compulsorily retiring these 
men, if ministers, from all service to the Church. 
And it is argued that there are churches whose 
pastors no longer serve them effectively but which 
hesitate to tell them so or ask retirement for fear 
of wounded feelings, so they go on, with pastors 
too old and the church not growing or doing her 
work effectively. But what are the facts in the 
case, so far as they can be ascertained? No one 
took the trouble, so far as I am aware, to question 
all churches whose pastors were over seventy and 
find whether their services were still acceptable. 
Dr. Henry W. McLaughlin did undertake a most 
exhaustive study of all the pastors and stated 
supplies in the whole Church, examining their effi- 
ciency by studying the numbers received on pro- 
fession of faith, growth or decline of their 
church’s benevolences, Sunday school growth or 
decline, etc. No one has questioned his figures. 
They may be found on Pages 156-157 of the 1943 
Assembly minutes. And they reveal some surpris- 


ing facts. Efficiency as taken by decades of ages 
is as follows: 


Age 3 Percent 
40-50 .... . 88.0 
70 and over ; . 82.4 
50-60 .... 
30-40 .... | 69.8 
30 and under 47.4 
60-70 .... 45.0 


In other words, the second most efficient group 
are the men over 70, the very men whom it is 
proposed compulsorily to retire. They are not far 
from the efficiency of the most efficient group; 
those between 40 and 50. And the least efficient 
group is that between 60 and 70. So that if our 
desire is compulsory to retire men before they 
become inefficient, the age should be set at 60. 


The reason for this situation is not far to seek. 
It is without doubt the fact that not many men 
live to past seventy. In the nature of the case the 
number serving under thirty would be the largest 
group; 30-40 the next in numbers! and so on, be- 
cause death takes men at any age. And it is the 
fact that after sixty years the powers of most 
men and women do begin to decline, so that only 
a comparatively small number in any walk of life 
live to beyond seventy. And it is no wonder that 
this group—60-70—is least efficient of all. But 
it will be found that in most cases either death 
takes them or they retire of their own accord, or 
their churches let them understand that they are 
“not reaching the young people’—a common 
statement—or in general that it is time for them 
to retire. Over against the idea that there are a 
large number of churches suffering from the in- 
efficiency of some minister too old but whose 
feelings they hesitate to hurt, when this was dis- 
cussed in our Presbytery, a minister of sound 
judgment and wide experience remarked “that 
he had not seen many churches which did not let 
their pastors know it when they were no longer 
serving efficiently.”” And one should also on this 
point bethink himself that it is not only old men 
who may no longer serve some church efficiently, 
but many a minister of far younger age has 


realized that this was the case and that he had 


better seek another field. 


But in the comparatively small group, who do 
not decline in body or mind after 60 and go on to 
70 and over, these men, because of their wide 
experience, greater knowledge of all things and 
of people, and of all phases of church work, are 
the second most efficient group, not far behind 
the most efficient and far surpassing those who 
are under 30. So that, we repeat, if our plan is to 
relieve the churches of ineffective men, we should 
set the age of retirement at 60 and not wait till 
70. But, we need have no fear that this least 
effective group—60-70—will not be retired with- 


out any compulsory law before they have done. 


their churches any appreciable harm. Death, their 
own realization of their failing powers, the 
churches themselves, who are not so hesitant as 
some think in revealing the situation, will relieve 
these situations. And now that there are the 
annuity funds for support and the larger incomes 
from the relief funds, ministers will not try to 
hold on when they realize failure of their strength. 


But let it. never be forgotten that there are 
good reasons for not arbitrarily setting an age 
tor compulsory retirement: 
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First, that the Holy Spirit has never given, and 
the Scriptures have no hint, of such a limitation 


of service. 


Second, it is wholly contrary to our theory of a . 


call to the ministry. As long as any branch of 
the Church wishes the services of any minister, 
the third phase of the call is in effect and we 
have no scriptural or other sound reason for inter- 
fering with the free exercise of a church or of 
any agency from calling a minister to continued 


service. 
Third, if we wish to save from ineffective min- 
istry, we should set the age at 60 and not wait 
till 70. | 
Fourth, this is not necessary. Such cases handle 
themselves in all but an extremely small number 
of cases. 
Fifth, if a minister goes on in service after 


seventy and finally becomes unable to serve, these 
cases will solve themselves in all but a very few 


churches. 


Sixth. It was because of a purely imaginary 
situation, namely, that a large number of 
churches were suffering from an ineffective min- 
istry because their pastors were too old, that 


this rule was ever thought of. The facts had not 
been investigated, and never were investigated 
save by Dr. McLaughlin, with the results given 
above. That there are a few churches or other 
agencies so suffering is probably the case. But 
should this be any reason for arbitrarily ending 
the entire service of all the men whom God has 
called to His service, thereby depriving the Church 
of the services of a small but very efficient 


group? 


Seventh. We have not discussed it so far, but 
we now call attention to this. If this compulsory 
rule is wise for ministers it is equally wise for 
elders, deacons, and, far wider, it is wise for 
the entire membership of the Church. No member 
of the whole Church, man or woman, should be 
allowed to serve the Church in any capacity after 
the age of seventy, if this compulsory retirement 
is good for the Church and meets with the ap- 
proval of the Holy Spirit, as should be shown by 
His withdrawing from His people His power in 
their work. But He does not so withdraw His 
presence and power at just seventy. It is some- 
times before and sometimes after. But it is not 
for man. so to set limits to His work. ; 


*Fulton, Mo. 


The Principles And Objectives of The Federal Council 


By Vernon W. Patterson* | 


The true nature of the Federal Council of 
Churches is not readily discerned by casual con- 
tact with its activities. Its publicity material 
‘abounds with expressions of devotion to God, 
the Christian cause, and the welfare of mankind. 
Its terminology is that of evangelical Christianity. 
In many respects its idealism seems high, and its 
concern for civic righteousness and social justice 
appeals to the Christian conscience. Consequently, 
probably the majority of church members have 
a very vague and erroneous conception of the 


principles and objectives of the Council. To — 


understand these fully, it is necessary to read 
carefully beneath the surface the official publi- 
cations of the Council and to examine these in 
the light of its past practices and of the writings, 
public expressions and acts of its recognized 
leaders. The truth then becomes startling and 
alarming. i 


Let us attempt to summarize these principles 
and objectives. Many of the statements of the 
Council’s leaders are not the “official” pronounce- 
ments of the Council. Nevertheless they are plain 
statements of the beliefs and desired objectives of 
its official leaders, and as.such clearly show where 
they are seeking to lead the Council and the 
ends they are striving to accomplish through it. 
Thus the principles and objectives of the leaders 
are actually those of the Council. This should 
be kept in mind. For when the Council comes 
under severe criticism for the acts and utterances 
of its leaders, and even for its own publications, 
it is accustomed to excuse itself by the claim 
that these are not “official”. Through the mass 
of material available, certain things emerge with 
such sharpness and size, due to the repeated 


and general emphasis laid upon them by the 
leaders and spokesmen of the Council. that they 
become undeniably the Council’s chief objectives 
and principles of action. 


| . Its Basic Principle 

The basic principle underlying its program, 
which is primarily social and political, is the un- 
scriptural doctrine of “the universal Fatherhood 
of God and brotherhood of man.”’ To the Council, 
‘man is a child of God and all men are brothers 
one of another, and they believe it is their “re- 
sponsibility to bring all men in full relationship 
as children of God and to establish a “world 
brotherhood.” 


It is true that all men are brothers by creation, 
but not by redemption. God is the Father of all 
mankind only as their Creator. He is not the 
Father spiritually of those who have not accepted 
His Son as Saviour and Lord. The testimony of 
Scripture is very positive as to this. 


In passing judgment on the serpent after the 
fall of man, God said, “I will put enmity between 
thee and the women, and between thy seed and 
her seed.” (Gen. 3:15.) This enmity is found 
throughout the Scriptures to the very last age, 
where the “filthy” are fixed in their filthiness 
and the “righteous” in their righteousness. In the 
Old Testament, the “sons’”’ or “children of Belial” 
are mentioned again and again. Christ speaks 
of the Pharisee as a “child of hell,” and says to 
them as a group, “Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers, how shall ye escape the damnation of 
hell?” (Matt. 23:33.) Again, when they claimed 
that God was their Father, He said, “Ye are of 
your father the devil.”’ (Jno. 8:44.) Paul calls 
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Elymas “the child of the devil, enemy of all 
righteousness.” (Acts 13:10.) And John speaks 
of “the children of God” in contrast with ‘“‘the 
children of the devil.” (I. Jno. 3:10). Such con- 
trasts abound in Scripture. In the Psalms, we 
find ‘“‘the righteous” set over against “the wicked”’; 
in the Proverbs, “the wise’? against ‘“‘the fool’’; 
in the New Testament, “the just”? against ‘“‘the 
unjust”; “the children of light” against “the 
children of this world’; blessed of my 
Father” against “the cursed’’; “‘the sheep” against 
“the goats”; etc. 


Christ clearly told his disciples, ‘‘Think not 
that I am come to send peace on earth: I came 
not to send peace, but a sword.” (Matt. 10:34.) 
This enmity is seen through Scripture, and is 
finally slain only by the Cross, through faith in 
the shed blood of Christ, (Eph. 2:15), which the 
Federal Council, through such leaders as Drs. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, F. Ernest Johnson and 
Henry Sloane Coffin, openly repudiates. 


Its Ultimate Objective 


Beginning with a false premise, the Federal 


Council reaches a false conclusion. Starting out 
on a wrong road, it arrives at a wrong destination. 
Setting out with ‘‘universal brotherhood,’ it 
moves forward to achieve a “kingdom of God on 
earth.” But its “kingdom of God’’ is no more 
Scriptural than was its principle of brotherhood. 
For a close examination of the statements of its 
leaders and its own official utterances show 
clearly that its “kingdom of God’’ is really an 
international, socialistic state. 


These leaders have much to say about a ‘‘world- 
wide community” and a “world order’’, which is 
“supra-racial’” and ‘“supra-national,” which 


. “independence” gives way to “inter-dependence.”’ 


They propose an international government to 
which our nation and all others shall relinquish 
their sovereignty in all international matters. 
There would be practically the elimination of 
tariff barriers and immigration restrictions; free 
access by all mankind to the natural resources; 
production for use and not for profit; the over- 
throw of the capitalistic system; more equitable 
distribution of wealth by taxation and govern- 
mental regulation; an international currency; col- 
lective bargaining; cooperatives; an international 
military organization to police the world, in which 
our enemy nations would have an equal part; 
political and social equality of the races; etc. 


Since the Federal Council is now in process 
of uniting with the English federation of churches, 
some recent declarations by British churchmen 
show clearly the end toward which the leaders 
of the “kingdom of God movement” are driving. 


The Malvern Declaration of the Church of Eng- 
land, adopted Jan. 7-10, 1941, which has been 
widely studied by the American’ Episcopal 
Churches, advocates that Christian people should 
engage in politics and Trade Unions and should 
“organize .. . into collective action in a wide- 
scale frontal attack upon these corporate evils’’ 
(“inherited attitudes ... through customs, laws, 
institutions”); that “production exists for con- 
sumption,” not for profit; that ‘‘the ownership of 
the great resources of our community ... vested 
in the hands of private individuals is ...a 
stumbling block,” and “the time has come .. . 
ior Christians to proclaim the need for seeking 


some form of society in which this stumbling 
block will be removed.” 


In line with this, Dr. William Temple, Arch. 
bishop of Canterbury, has presented his ‘‘Post-Wa; 
Church Program” not only to the Church of Eng. 
land, but to our American churches also. (See the 
Atlantic Monthly of December, 1941.) He 
definitely proposes the following as “a Christian 
program’’: 


The profit motive is to be abolished, except 
for preserving “reasonable satisfaction of self. 


interest,” whatever that may mean; dividends as 


private taxes on industry are to be ended; the 
principle of “‘withering capital’? should be adopted 
(that is, the capital invested should be gradually 
reduced by law until all is wiped out); commercial 
problems are to be decided by international av- 
thority rather than by national governments; in- 
terest on private loans is to be abolished, except 
from one-half to two-thirds of one percent for 
administration costs; and private ownership of 
land is to be abolished. These are some of the 
means by which the state, as the Archbishop sees 
it, can and should provide for the welfare and 
social security of the people. 


Here then is a clear, outline picture of the 
proposed “kingdom of God.” 


The great purpose of all this is the Utopian 
goal of permanent world peace. This is the allur- 
ing prospect used to stir Christian sentiment 
and elicit its support. The plain testimony of 
Scripture that there can be no world peace with- 
out world righteousness is disregarded, unless 
the. Council’s socialistic concept is counted for 
such righteousness. But it does not come this way, 
according to the Scriptures. There can be no world 
righteousness, “‘established with judgment and 
justice,” until “the government shall be upon his 
shoulder,” the shoulder of “the Prince of Peace,” 
Christ, “the Mighty God.” “The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will perform this,’’ not the zeal of man. 
Let it not be forgotten, as the writer of Hebrews 
reminds us, that Melchisedec, the Old Testament 
type of Christ, was “first . . . King of righteous- 
ness, and after that also King of Salem, which 
is, King of Peace.’’ Christ must first reign over 
the world in righteousness before there can be 
world peace. | 


‘Two Fatal Omissions 
The fallacy of this whole program is all the 
more apparent when its two fatal omissions are 
considered. For the error of modernism is seen 
even more in its omissions than in its positive 
statements. 


First, individual salvation through faith in the 


shed blood of Christ is omitted. In the place of 
this, social and political processes are substituted. 
Man is to be saved en masse by “the social gospel” 
until finally a world-wide _ socialistic state 15 
achieved. Bishop Francis J. McConnell, former 


president of the Council and still one of its chief : 
leaders, says in his book, “The Christlike God,’ 


“‘Back in the early days of the church there were 
some—probably only a few—thinkers who taught 
that Satan had a claim on the souls of men which 
only the death of the Son of God could satisfy, 
and that God met the obligation by sending the 
Son to the Cross. As an intellectual construction 
this theory arouses only amused pity today ... 


This is just a sample of the publicly expressed. 
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views of many of the outstanding leaders of the 
Council. 


Second, the supernatural Christ is omitted. And 

if Christ is not supernatural, if He is not Virgin- 
born Deity, He is not the Christ of the Scriptures. 
The belief of the Council as to this is concisely 
stated by its outstanding radio spokesman, Dr. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick in his book, “The Hope 
of the World,” where he states, “The divinity of 


Jesus differs from ours in degree, but not in. 


kind.’ We have therefore presented by the Coun- 
cil to the church as an object of solemn acceptance 
and sacrificial support the anomolous program 
of a “kingdom of God” without its King. Christ 
is pushed out. This is certain from three con- 
siderations: first, the “kingdom” is not His king- 


dom as He presents it in the Scriptures; second, 
the means of attaining it are not His; and third, © 


His Deity is denied, and therefore He is deposed 
from the throne of the kingdom. 


Five Grave Dangers 


In adidtion to its doctrinal and social fallacies, 
the Federal Council has become, positively danger- 
ous in at least five respects. | 


1. Its Pacifist Activities. In laying the basis 
for human government after the flood, God said, 
“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed.” (Gen. 9:6.) In Romans 13, it is 
clearly taught that governments are ordained of 
God to encourage good works and restrain evil, 
and that “the sword” is given them to execute 
wrath. This and similar teachings are ignored by 
the Federal Council. | 


Since the signing of the Versailles Treaty up 
to the present time, the pacifistic record of the 
Council has been sinister and ugly. Under such 
leaders as Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, it has fought, 
through its aggressive lobby in Washington, every 
bill that has come before Congress for adequate 
arming and defense of the nation, even when it 


was well known that our enemies were arming | 


to the teeth. It vigorously opposed the Japanese 
Exclusion Law in 1924, which, if it had been de- 
feated, would have opened the door wide, as it 
is now apparent, to a great flood of spies and 
sahoteurs. The Council worked for Russia and 
against America during the time that Russia was 
openly working for a Communistic world revo- 
lution. It advocated the “repudiation of War,” 
and persuaded thousands of citizens and young 
people to pledge themselves not to go to war, 
even in defense of their country. Probably no 
other single agency was so much responsible for 
our unpreparedness on the day of Pearl Harbor 
as was the Federal Council. Even recently in 
early 1944, when the war was at a decisive stage, 
a group of ministers, largely Federal Council lead- 
ers, publicly protested the bombing of Germany. 


2. Its Inter-racial Teachings. The position of 
the Council, as expressed by its leaders, is strongly 
for race equality, both social and political. In its 
Message adopted at its Delaware, O., Conference. 
May 8-5, 1942, it stated that there should be no 
race discrimination, and that Negro Americans 
Should “be given suitable recognition in the <Ad- 
ministrative and Judicial Departments of the Gov- 
ernment,” and “should be welcomed into the mem- 
bership, administrative personnel, and fellowship 
of our churches, local and national.” Some of 
the Federal Council leaders have even gone se 


far as to advocate that serious consideration 
should be given to inter-marriage between the 
races. | 


- 8. Its Radio Work. Not only has the Council 
done much harm by its own modernistic broad- 
casts, but the control it is seeking over all 
religious broadcasting is threatening to silence 
every truly evangelical program. It is working 
to get a ruling that all religious broadcasting must 
be free, and then to be appointed the agency 
which decides who shall receive the free time. 
The situation at the present moment is most 
critical for the broadcasters of the true gospel. 
The attitude of the Council is well reflected in 
a statement by Dr. Alvin E. Margary, who, when 
recently speaking before Brooklyn-Nassau Pres- 
bytery in behalf of a resolution to bar certain 
gospel broadcasters from the air, is reported 
to have said that the blood of Christ, as it was 
being preached on these programs, was “a gory 
thing.’”’ It seems certain that, if the Council has 
its way, the blood-bought gospel of Christ will be 
put off the air and modernism will take its place. 


4. Its Un-American Principles. Under the Ameri- 
can principle, “all men ... are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights,” among 
which “are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness”; and “to secure these rights, governments 
are instituted among men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed. “The 
people”? then as sovereign have established our 
government as limited by the Constitution for the 
purpose of guaranteeing these God-given rights 
to every individual. The government is the servant 
of the people. Under the Federal Council plan 
as presented in its Delaware Conference Message 
and in “the kingdom of God movement” advocated 
by many of its leaders, the trend is decidedly 
toward making the people become the servant of 
the state. The government would become totali- 
tarian. Even our national sovereignty would give 
way to internationalism. Individual liberty would 
vanish. Our cherished heritage of constitutional 
freedom would be destroyed. 


5. Its Political Program. The Federal Council is 
aggressively working to form a world, or ecumeni- 
cal church. In doing this, one of its chief ob- 
jectives, as the Delaware Conference Message 
makes clear, is to bring pressure to bear by 
weight of the combined influence of such a World 
Council “upon the formulation of plans for peace 
settlement.” “In order effectively to convey to 
governmental authorities the mind of the Church,” 
the Message recommends “that arrangements be 
made for an adequate representation to meet 
whenever and wherever any official peace confer- 
ence or conferences may be held.” This is a step 
toward its goal of ‘ta world community,” “a grow- 
ing structure of international order,” in which “a 
conception of world order which will recognize 
the primary importance of the society of nations” 
is substituted for “the idea of self-preservation of 
the individual state.” 


To this end, the Council is working now to 
unite the Protestant forces into the National Coun- 
cil] of the Churches of Christ in the U. S., and 
then to form the larger union in which the Ameri- 
can, European and Asiatic churches are brought 
together in the World Council of Churches, which 
is now in process of formation. It is true that 
the World Council of Churches, as now consti- 
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tuted, is “a fellowship of churches” (not coun- 
cils) “which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour.” Nevertheless, the English Council 
has not required its Unitarian and Christian 
Scientist members to subscribe to this statement, 
and the Federal Council leaders who deny the 
deity of Christ have no more difficulty with it 
than they do with the statements of Scripture to 
the same effect. Each church is allowed to define 
the words as it pleases. So in America the World 
Council has its offices in the Federal Council 
building and promotes its work through the Fed- 


eral council. 


But this is not the final step that is proposed 
toward a truly world church. A number of the 
Federal Council leaders, notably Drs. Ivan Lee 
Holt, T. T. Brumbaugh, and E. Stanley Jones, 
are advocating union with the Roman Catholic 


Church. 


Working toward these ends through such agen- 
cies as the International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation and through the various church organi- 
zations, the Council is seeking to weld together 
an intricate and inter-locking machine worthy of 
the shrewdest political party. It is making of the 
church a political action organization. The Ameri- 
can principle of the separation of church and 
state is violated. For years the Federal Council 
has maintained at Washington an aggressive lobby 
and boasts of its political achievements through 
pressure brought on government officials. But not 
satisfied with influencing our government alone, 


it now seeks world power and even domination. 


Two Misconceptions 


In spite of the apparent errors of the Federal 


Council, two reasons are advanced by many Chris- 
tians for cooperating with it: first, because true 
brotherliness requires Christians to cooperate with 
other Christians; and, second, because the churches 
collectively can use the Council to accomplish de- 
sirable ends. As to the first argument, the answer 
is simple: Those who deny the Deity of our Lord, 
salvation through His shed blood, and His bodily 
resurrection are not Christians, and from such 
God warns His children to turn away. As to the 
second, it is clear that in the main the churches 
are not using the Federal Council for their pur- 
pose, but the Federal Council is using the churches 
for its ends. Or to be even more accurate, a group 
of radical leaders are using the Federal Council 
to use the churches to accomplish their ends. 


God’s Plan 


Let Christians but keep clearly in mind the 
God-given work and program of the church, and 
they will save themselves from the errors and 
dangers of the Federal Council. The church has 
not been given the task of solving the problems 
of industrial, racial, and political relations, of 
establishing world peace, remaking the world 
order, or “building the kingdom of God,’’—cer- 
tainly not the Federal Council’s “kingdom’’. Its 
work is to witness to Christ at home and abroad 
to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8), and, by 
preaching the gospel of salvation by grace through 
faith in His blood, to call out from among the 
nations a people for His name. (Acts 15:14.) His 
gospel is still “the power of God unto salvation 
to-every one that believeth.” (Rom. 1:16.) In it 


is found the solution of every human problem. 


There is no substitute for God’s progzam, no 
matter how altruistic the substitute may be. Ry. 
perience shows that, whenever any other activity 
however good, is made equal in importance with 
evangelism, evangelism is pushed out. If the church 
engages in the varied social service, political, and 
international activities proposed by the Federa] 
Council, where will time be found for soul-wip. 
ning? Or will even the desire for soul-winning re. 
main? Christ’s commission must be obeyed, As 
Samuel said to Saul, “Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams.” (I Sam. 15:22.) Let the church confine 
herself to the preaching of Christ’s gospel to the 


_ ends of the earth in the power of the Holy Spirit, 


and she may be sure of the blessing of God and 
victory over evil. 


*Ruling Elder in the First Presbyterian C 
Charlotte, N. C. 
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Thank You! 


It is gratifying to have the quick response made 
to the suggestion that gifts be made to make pos- 
sible the purchase of a car for Dr. Nettie Grier 
and her daughter, Lucy, who is a registered nurse, 
as they serve the people of the Montreat con- 
munity throughout the year. This love-project was 
initiated at the close of the Woman’s Auxiliary 
Training School at Montreat and met with a 
hearty response. Since that time gifts have been 
made by friends at later Montreat conferences; 
yet other gifts have been sent to Committee on 
Woman’s Work in response to an article in the 


church paper and Auxiliary News Service telling 


of this plan. Adequate funds are now in hand for 
the purchase of a car, and the additional funds 
will be used as a maintenance fund. Delivery of 
the Plymouth, 1942 model, in excellent condition, 
was made on Saturday, September 9. 


The _ work that Dr. Grier and Miss Lucy are 
doing is truly missionary in spirit, evangelistic in 
purpose, and generous from the standpoint of 
their own time, effort, and interest. This gift will 
be the means for wider service since it makes pos 
sible a conserving of some of their vitality which 
is essential in order that a more effective ministry 
can be given. 


_ The Committee on Woman’s Work expresses 
sincere appreciation to each person who has help- 
ed to make this gift a reality. This is additional 
evidence of the interest that our Church has in 
her servants, and the desire that is in the hearts 
of so many to have a share in the promotion of 
the work of the Kingdom, one specific part 0 
which was the healing ministry of our Lord. | 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 


Please examine your address label and if you 
subscription is in arrears let us have your renew 


immediately. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
Suggestions For Home Mission Season 


1. Have A Group Praying 
For Home Missions: 


Prayer is the most important work for Chris- 
tians. This is a day of extreme need and our 
Southland has never had the opportunities for 
Home Mission work that it does today. It is a crit- 
ical time and we women must not meet it with in 
difference, but with prayer. 


Circle Chalemen Should Feel Their 


Responsibility In Interesting Every 


Woman In Their Circle: 


As we look back over the history of the Wo- 
man’s Auxiliary the success of our work has come 
largely® because we have stressed the importance 
of each individual woman doing her part. If the 
circle chairmen are not attempting to accomplish 
this they are missing one of their greatest oppor- 
tunities. 


3. Have A Definite Plan Which Will Get 
The Self-Denial Envelopes With Full 
Home Mission Information To Every 
Auxiliary Member: 


At the Self-denial periods it is a temptation to 
under-emphasize the small givers. This is a de- 
cided danger, so let us be watchful and careful to 
place the emphasis on “Every woman giving as 
the Lord has blessed her.’’ That is the plan. 


4. Strengthen Some 
Weaker Auxiliary: 


33,000 churches have closed their doors in the 
United States in the last ten years. Has any one 
of these been close to us and through our neglect 
_ our lack of co-operation have we helped it 
ie? 


5, Make A Special Effort To Take To 
Sunday School And Church Those 
Not Attending Anywhere: 


We formerly thought of Home Mission work as 
something being done in the mountains, with the 
Indians or the foreigners, but thousands who are 
touching our lives do not read the Bible or know 
the simple plan of salvation. Over 50 percent of 
Our population do not affiliate with any church. 
So in almost every rural section, town or city 
there is a large opportunity for doing Home Mis- 
sion work; the most important phase of which is 
opening up the precious truths of the Gospel and 
leading people to confess Jesus Christ as Saviour. 


6. Make An Attempt To Get The Home 
Mission Book, “So Many People,” By 
Dr. James L. Fowle, Read By All 
Members Of The Auxiliary: 


This book gives information which will prompt 
many, with God’s help, to do something in chang- 


ing the alarming conditions in our midst. 


7. Our Challenge: 
Much prayer—thinking upon the conditions 
around us. 
Work—as the Spirit bids us. 
Give—as the Lord has blessed us. 


Remember—God hath said: “If my people which 
are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 


and pray and seek my face and turn from their 


wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 


Those Who Might Be Excused 
Giving To Missions 


Those who believe the world is not lost and does 
not need a Saviour. 


Those who believe J esus Christ made a mistake ° 
when He said, “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.” 


Those who believe the Gospel is not the power of 
God and cannot save. 


Those who wish that missionaries had never come 
to our ancestors and that we ourselves were 
still heathen. | 


— who believe that it is every man for him- 
self. 


Those who want no share in the final victory. 


Those who believe they are not accountable to 
God for the money entrusted to them. | 


Those who are prepared to accept the final sen- 
tence, “Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of 
of the least of these ye did it not unto me.” 


—Bushnell. 


The Report Of Major 
Calvin Wells 


We have had so many requests for Major W. 
Calvin Wells’ analysis and comments on “The 
Plan Providing For The Reunion” that it has been 
reprinted. In this reprint (sixteen pages same 
size as regular Journal pages) we are also carry- 
ing Dr. William Crowe’s article, “Is Organic 
Union Of The Presbyterian Churches To Be De- 
sired?”’ In this same reprint you will find “Doc- 
trine vs. Union,” by Dr. L. N. Bell. 


We will supply free to any Church enough 
copies for every member of their Session to have 
one. We will appreciate it if in making your re- 
quest you will enclose postage to help with the 
mailing at the rate of one cent per copy. Major 
Wells is a member of the General Assembly’s Per- 
manent Committee on Co-operation 


| | | 
t 
| 
| 
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THE POSTWAR WORLD 


“Righteousness exalts a nation; 
But sin is a people’s ruin. 


A forebearing man is better than a warrior; 
And he that ruleth his spirit better than 

he that taketh a city.” 
—Proverbs 14:34 and 16:32. 


America today is faced with the great task of 
winning the war, and after the war today’s young 
people will be faced with the great task of main- 
taining the peace. As we face that task that lies 
ahead of us we must here and now drive down 
some foundation guide-posts that can not. be 
shaken and that can guide us correctly as we 
build. 


In the beginning we must fix once and for all 
in our minds the two great facts expressed in the 
quotations from Proverbs given above. These are 
not primarily religious truths which we may ques- 
tion and debate, they are hard facts that have 
been proven over and over again in the history of 
the world. We do not make them or break them. 
We either keep them and are made by them; or 
we violate them and are broken by them. These 
are the two facts: (1) No nation is any stronger 
than the moral and spiritual power of its indi- 
vidual members, therefore righteousness in peo- 
ple builds up a nation and sin in people destroys 
it. (2) Therefore the first great task of any na- 
tion is to teach its people how to find personal 
life and power in the highest sense, for it means 
more to a nation when individuals really learn to 
live triumphantly than when the resources of a 
nation can be massed to win a battle. 


Let’s keep these two facts in mind as we take 
a look at the things we ought to do as Christian 
young people in the world after the war, for the 
committee has given us “The Postwar World” as 
our monthly emphasis for November. We shall 
study this theme, using each Sunday evening as 
listed below. 


First Sunday: The Abiding Musts 
Of The Christian Life. 


Approach To The Topic 
To hear some people talk and to watch how some 


people act you would think that the commission 
of God to His Church was something that depends 


on what is happening in the world. They talk as if 


it were a good thing to obey it when times are 
good and the doors of opportunity are open, but 


when war comes we have the right to set it aside 


and when the war is over conditions will be such 
that we may have to revise it. Or if we are so busy 
with things that need to be done we can let it 
wait. 


As we face the postwar world we need to re. 
member that in war or in peace, in depression or 
in plenty, God has commanded us to go into al] 
the world and preach the Gospel, and that com. 
mand must have the absolute priority in our lives 
at all times. No earthly conditions set it aside or 
can justify our letting it wait for a while. 


_ But does this not mean that we are indifferent 
to the changing times and blind to the new prob. 
lems and opportunities that are arising in our 
world? Let us look at some of the abiding musts 
of the Christian lives, things that we must do in 
war and in peace, and see how they are the things 
that are always needed in our world. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. The Must of Regeneration. John 3:5-7. 
2. The Must of Godliness. I. Thess. 4:1. 
a. In our talk. James 3:10. 
b. In our conduct. I. John 2:6. 
ec. In our church. I. John 4:11. 


3. The Must of Judgment. I. Peter mca. 
a. We must judge ourselves. 


b. We must pronounce judgment on sin 
wherever it is. : 


4. The Must of Courage. Acts 5:17-29. 


If our opening words are true we must have 
righteousness in the lives of people before we can 
have a great nation and a decent world. But the 
central Christian fact is that apart from Christ 
men are dead in sins and can only have life 
through the Saviour Christ Jesus. Not until men 
are born from above can they live a righteous 
life. So to get righteousness into the life of our 
country we must have people being born from 
above by faith in Christ, we must have Godly liv- 
ing, and to sustain these we must have those who 
have the discernment to judge sin and the courage 
to stand for the true, come what may, cost what 
it will. So our Scripture Lesson presents the thing 
we must do under all circumstances as Christians. 
In some of the passages we read the word as 
“ought” instead of “‘must.’”? But let’s remember 
that when God says we ought to do _ something 
then we must do it. 


Suggested Program 
Call to Worship. 


We are blind until we see 
That in the human plan 

Nothing is worth the making if 
It does not make the man. 


Why build these cities glorious 
If man unbuilded goes? 

In vain we build the work, unless 
~The builder also grows.”’ 


—Edwin Markham. 


Oct. 1944 
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Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us.” 


Scripture Lesson: (Let one person take each of 
the headings in the lesson above and read the 


passage cited.) 
Prayer for Guidance. 
Hymn: “Living For Jesus.” 


Introductory Talk by Leader: So much talk of 
postwar organization that we can do little about, 
but the important starting point for the Chris- 
tian is the individual. Use point of view in in- 
troduction to this Sunday’s program above. 


Discussion of the following question: Which 
“must” of the Christian life do we need to work 
on most in our group? Do we all know that we 

have been born again? Are we living out and 
out for Christ day by day? Are we sensitive to 
what sin really is in our lives and in the life of 
our world? Do we have the courage to stand 
alone with God or do we just follow the crowd? 


Hymn: “O Master Let Me Walk With Thee.” 
The Benediction. 


Second Sunday: Like A Mighty Army. 
Approach To The Topic 


Like a mighty army moves the church of God; 


Brothers, we are treading where the saints have 
trod; 


We are not divided, all one body we, 


One in hope and doctrine, one in charity. 


Every time we stand and sing these words from 
the moving hymn, “Onward Christian Soldiers,” 
Iam sure that in many minds there is the ques- 
tion, “Why sing these words when they so ob- 
viously are not true?” And you have something 
there, for when we leave the church in which we 
are singing we see churches on.every corner, and 
each one of them stands for a difference and a 
real division within the universal church. 


In our last program we faced the postwar world 
as Christians and saw that the ffirst important 
step is to so bring the Gospel to people that they 
may be born from above and begin to live in the 
righteous way that establishes a firm foundation 
for the life of the world. But then the next thing 
that comes to our mind is: if we are going to try 
and help a divided world find a place where the 
men of all races and ideals can live together in 
peace we had first better solve the problem of a 


divided church. When the church can unite to 


present an object lesson that the world can see 
and understand we are then ready to begin talk- 
ing, 


Realizing this truth many men have begun to 
work for union of all churches, beginning with 
the reunion of the Methodist churches and then 
with the union of other churches such as the 
Present agitation for reunion of our Church with 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and the union 
of that Church with the Protestant Episcopal. 

S we can soon have one united church to 
stand and proclaim to the peoples of the world 


the truth of God. These men have become so sold 
on the necessity of this that they are willing to 


sacrifice everything else in order to have church 


union. 


But those who are zealous for these things 
seem to forget that every denomination repre- 
sents a conviction that men have held and that 
today there are still those who hold those con- 
victions and who would die before surrendering 
them. In the past it has been this kind of Chris- 
tian conviction that has changed the world, even 
when it was in the minority, and the time when 
the church and the world were most corrupt was 
when there was one great church organization. So 
we can not try to sacrifice genuine Christian con- 
viction for a union that is not real but only ap- 
parent. 


How then shall we face the matter? By simply 
following Christ’s plan for Christian unity. 
Church union of all denominations is a matter of 
only secondary importance, but genuine Christian 
unity of all men who have been born from above 
in all denominations is of supreme importance. 
Let’s see it as Christ put it. 


Scripture Lesson 
The True, Spiritual Church. John 17:20-26. 


1. Identity Of Its Members. Verse 20. 


All those who believe in Jesus Christ as He 
is presented to us in the Words of the New 
Testament that has come from the Apostles. 


2. Unity Of Its Members. Verses 21-23. 


This is not the unity of organization, but of 
organism. We are united even as God and 
Christ are one. This takes place when we be- 
lieve and the Holy Spirit unites us to Christ 
as vitally as the branches to the vine (John 
15:1-14), as intimately as the bridegroom to 
the bride (Eph. 5:25-33), as organically as 
the head to the body (I. Cor. 12:12-13). 
This is true Christian unity. It is established 
by the Holy Spirit of God when we believe. 
No church union can establish it or de-. 
stroy it. | | \ 


3. Witness Of Its Members. Verses 21b-23b. 


The reality of this spiritual unity leads men 
to believe and to know Christ. 


4. Destiny Of Its Members. Verse 24. . 
We are members of this church because 
bought with His blood, and He wants us to 
be with Him where He is. So one day He 
will come again for His own. 


5. Characteristic Marks Of Its Members. 
Verses 25-26. 
a. Know God in Christ in a way world does 
not. Verse 25. 
b. Possess and manifest Christ’s own love. 
Verse 26. 


Suggested Program 


Call to Worship. Second stanza of “Onward Chris- 


tian Soldiers.” 
Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom Lord.” 


‘ 

» 

q . 
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Prayer for Guidance. 
Introductory Talk by Leader: 


Use the approach above, and then add some- 
thing along the following: One Christian leader 
has said: “In a divided world seeking unity a 
divided church has little or no moral authority.” 
But we must say: “In any world if any church 
seeks to do anything contrary to the revealed 
plan of God that church has no spiritual power 
and can not be blessed of God.’”? We must al- 
ways remember that it is “not by might nor by 
power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord.” 


Our task in the church is not build the kind of 
a unity that the world needs, but to strive for 
the kind of unity God has provided, for in the 
long run that is what the world needs. 


We shall now have a portion of Our Lord’s 
Prayer in which He set down His views of 
unity, and then a few talks and a discussion on 
how we can best foster such a spirit of unity 
in our church. 


Scripture Lesson: Let one read the passage and 
another comment as above. 


Talks: Suggestions of what we must do about it. 


No. 1: Bible Study Classes. We should meet 
with Christians from all churches and study the 
Bible together, because in Gtdd’s Word God 
speaks and draws us together. 


No. 2: Service projects. We should unite with 
other Christians in projects of community ser- 
vice and in rescue mission work in our com- 
munity for as we do we realize our essential 
unity. | 


No. 3: Spiritual life. We should major on being 
out and out for Christ, for when people come 
together who really know Christ and who are 
genuinely for Him they are drawn together by 
the Spirit. Nothing can stop this drawing power 
if we are true to Christ, and no organization 
sm set it up or force it if we are not true to 
im. 


No. 4: Service that makes us conscious of other 
Christians. We should often have services such 
as Worldwide Communion Sunday, and pro- 
grams from church history, so that we may feel 
our oneness with all Christians everywhere. 


No. 5: Study classes in church government. — 


These make us realize that in the things that 
essentially make us a church we are all on com- 
mon ground, if we hold to the historic faith, 
and that our differences are largely in the mat- 
ter of emphasis and in the matter of govern- 
ment. This leaves a place for different churches, 
but not for exclusive claims, pride, and sus- 
picion of others. 


No. 6: Keep proper perspective. Major on right- 
eousness and love and not on the things that 
don’t matter. The things that don’t matter 
often cause all the division. 


Hymn: “Onward Christian Soldiers.” 


Benediction. 


Third Sunday: The White Problem. 


Approach To The Topic 


All of us in the South hear every day about our 


Negro problem, about how the black and the 
white races have their troubles trying to live to. 
gether with one race segregated in many ways, 
And this war has brought home to us the yellow 
problem, about how the yellow people have be. 
come tired of being dominated by the white race 
that feels itself superior so they have rebelled. 
But we can never handle these problems until we 
solve the white problem, and solve it in the light 


of the truth of God. | 


| What is the white problem? Many people think 
‘that the white problem is the pride and sense of 
superiority that the white man has, but that’s not 
the real problem. Others feel that the white 
ge is the unwillingness of the white man to 
ive up the idea that the white race is the cus. 
todian and trustee of all the resources of the 
earth, but that’s not the real problem. All these 
are but the symptoms of the deep-down distrust 
and misunderstanding that exist between all races, 
and the only answer to the origin and meaning of 
these suspicions lies within the Christian’s Bible. 
The white man is, and has been for centuries, the 
custodian of that Bible. The white problem is to 
get the white man to take His Bible seriously and 
apply its message to the healing of the nations. 
How can we expect the other races to know when 
we who possess that Bible do so little? 


Let’s take a little trip through the Scriptures 
and see the truth about races in the Bible, for we 
can have no decent postwar world until we do 
something about the race problem and we must 
begin with the white problem. : 


Suggested Program 
Hymn: “In Christ There Is No East And West.” 


Prayer for Guidance. 


Leader’s Introduction. (Use point of. view of ap- 
proach to topic). 


Talks: Let a person read each of the following 
Scripture passages and add a word of comment. 


No. 1: The Origin of the Races. Acts 17:24-27. 
God has made all men of all races of one blood, 
and the color of their skin is merely incidental. 
This has been proved by scientific analysis, for 


science has found that all human beings have . 


the same kind of blood and has typed it for use. 
All peoples have two kinds of chemicals in thelr 
skins and our color is determined by which is 
predominant. All races have proved that with 
proper opportunity they can develop as fast as 
any other race. 


No. 2: The Unity of thc Race Destroyed. Ger. 
10:1 and 11:1-9. The different races of mar- 
kind came from the three sons of Noah, and 
when they first began their history were unite 
as one. But on the plains of Shinar, the place 
that later became Babylon, the people of the 
earth sought to build a tower, not reaching 
heaven but open toward heaven, so that they 
could find the secret of the universe and take 
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the place of God in running the world. As soon 
as these people sought to run the world without 
God confusion set in and they were separated. 
But leaving God out they become _ confused 
about and suspicious of each other. Ever since 


the nations have not understood one another - 


and have been jealous of one another and this 
has led to much of our trouble. 


No. 3: The Basis for Reuniting the Races. Acts 
2:1-6. The races became confused and mis- 


understood one another at Babel, but when the 


Holy Spirit came upon the believers at Pente- 
cost every man from all the races of earth 
heard the Gospel in His own tongue and under- 
stood. When the Holy Spirit comes upon a man 
and transforms his life the fruit of that life 
will be a testimony that all can understand and 
trust. When the Holy Spirit rules in the life of 
nations they will understand and trust one an- 


other. 


' No. 4: The Ideal for the Church in Which the 
Holy Spirit Dwells. Col. 3:9-11. Races are done 
away with in Christ when He rules. Our prob- 
lems can only be solved within this fellowship 
with the risen Christ. All other attempts at 
solving the problem are makeshift affairs. 


Leader’s Concluding Remarks: God meant for all 
races to be one, but they have been one in only 
one experience—they have all turned away from 
God and sought to run the world according to 
their own desires. This has caused them to mis- 
understand each other and not to trust the mo- 
tives of each other. But God sends His Holy 
Spirit into the lives of those who believe, and 
the fruit of this Spirit is the basis on which all 
differences can be solved. Without it they can 
not be solved and we do well to hesitate to 
handle the matter on any other basis. So we 
can say that God has made of one blood all na- 


tions of the earth, and their need is the blood 


of One, even Jesus Christ, for in Him alone can 
we be reunited. But the white man is the cus- 
todian of this message and he has failed to take 
it seriously. Will we continue to fail when war 
is over or really dedicate ourselves to take the 
message to the races of mankind? This is the 


white problem among the many other problems 


about the white man. 


Closing Hymn: “We've A Story To Tell To The 
Nations.” 


Benediction. 


Fourth Sunday: Which Is The Nation 
Of The Setting Sun? 


Approach To The Topic 


Because of her position in the East Japan is 


known as “The Land of the Rising Sun,” and 
many wags during these war days have spoken of 
the Allied Nations as being those who will make 
her “The Land of the Setting Sun.” But it is 


highly possible that a military victory for us may > 


come a moral defeat for us, and if it does we 

too shall become “The Land of the Setting Sun.” 

i — that was America will be on the 
ou 


As we think of the postwar world and the world 
of tomorrow we hear much of the idea that new 
plans are demanded by the new, changing condi- 
tions. Yet I believe that a careful analysis of the 
conditions will lead us to see that what we need 
most in our nation is not a new and untried plan 
to meet the day’s need, but what we need is a 
return to the old principles that have been neg- 
lected and all but forgotten in our day. The times 
have changed but the laws of God’s dealings never 
change, and if the intelligent application of these 
— made us great we can do it again with 
them. 


Scripture Lesson 


For this lesson present four Scriptural principles 
that should govern any national life that is to be 
great: 


1. The Nation’s Foundation: Righteousness. Prov. 
14:34. 


2. The Nation’s Security: God. Psalm 33:10-12. 


3. The Nation’s Progress: God’s activity. Psalm 
137 


4. The Nation’s Purpose: Seek God and lead 
others. Acts 17:24-27. 


Suggested Program 


Have the above Scripture Lesson presented, and 
use such hymns as: “God Of Our Fathers Known 
Of Old,” “Lest We Forget,” “O Beautiful For 
Spacious Skies,’’ and close with “‘Lead On-O King 
Eternal.”’ 


Have a talk based on the following incident 
from our nation’s history: The convention that 
was seeking to draft the Constitution of the new 
United States had been deadlocked for some time 
and it seemed that they could come to no agree- 
ment. Benjamin Franklin rose and spoke as fol- 
lows: “‘Mr. President: The small progress we have 
made after four or five weeks’ close attendance 
and continual reasonings with each other—our 
different sentiments on almost every question, 
several of the last producing as many noes as 
ayes—is methinks a melancholy proof of the im- | 
perfection of the human understanding.*** 


“In this situation of this assembly, groping in 
the dark as it were to find political truth, and 
searce able to distinguish it when presented to us, 
how has it happened, sir, that we have not hitherto 
once thought of humbly applying to the Father of 
lights to illuminate our understanding? 


“In the beginning of the contest with Great 
Britain, when we were sensible of danger, we had 
daily prayer in this room for divine protection. 
Our prayers, sir, were heard, and they were gra- 
ciously answered. 


“T have lived, sir, a long time, and the longer 
I live the more convincing proofs I see of this 
truth—that God governs in the affairs of men. 
And if a sparrow can not fall to the ground with- 
out His notice, is it probable that an empire can 
rise without His aid? 


“We have been assured, sir, in the Sacred 
Writings, that ‘except the Lord build the house, 


i 
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they labor in vain who build it.’ I firmly believe 


this; and I also believe that without His con- — 


curring aid, we shall succeed in this political 
building no better than the builders of Babel. We 
shall be divided by our little partial interests; our 
projects will be confounded; and we ourselves 
shall become a reproach and a byword down to 
future ages. And what is worse, mankind may 
hereafter, from this unfortunate instance, despair 
of establishing government by human wisdom, and 
leave it to chance, war, and conquest.”’ 


We have forsaken the principles set down here 
by Franklin, and are we not in danger of fulfilling 
the last paragraph of his speech? 


Then let the leader close the program by sum- 
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ming up what we have done for the month. Foy 
great problem areas face us in the _postwa 
world—the individual, the church, the races, ang 
the political order. The problems concerning ther, 
are many and complex, and their solution yjj 
require the best thought and organization that al 
the groups in society can muster. No one group oy 
organization can do it all. The Church must do jt, 
part thoroughly and fearlessly, yet it must be 
careful to do its part and to stay off the part that 
belongs to the State. The Church’s part is to builq 
true righteousness into individuals, to develop 
genuine spiritual unity and reality into the 
Church, to plant the spiritual seed of unity within 
the races of mankind, and to call the politica) 
order to face its task in the light of the principles 
that God has laid down for governing nations. 


A Call To United Prayer 


Each morning during the Foreign Mission con- 
ference at Montreat, August, 1944, a goodly num- 
ber of men and women met for united prayer in 
what came to be designated as ‘“‘The Upper Room.” 


As they prayed together their hearts were 
stirred and their eyes opened anew to the possi- 
bilities of united prayer, the most neglected min- 
istry in the world. 


God laid it upon the hearts of these praying 
souls to send out to our entire Church an appeal 
for concerted prayer. They beseech Pastors, 
Sessions, Diaconates, Executive Committees, Aux- 
iliaries, Men’s Meetings, Church Courts, Sunday 
School teachers, and all possible groups within 
the Church to dedicate a part of each meeting to 
united prayer, and to organize new groups every- 
where. We earnestly request special meetings in 
homes as well as churches for united intercession. 
We urge the confession of personal, corporate and 
national sins as a condition of promised blessing. 


In order that hearts and minds our Church over 
may be praying together the objectives outlined 
below are suggested. The order is for the world 
first and then for ourselves, following the order 
of the Lord’s Prayer. Each group will want to add 
other objectives, but as the praying group at Mon- 
treat thought and talked together the following 
become uppermost. These five objectives listed be- 
low are suggested as comprehensive in scope and 
suitable to the compelling needs of our time. 


The alliteration is given as a help to memory so 
that each petitioner may recall, without referring 
to a piece of paper, the great objects upon which 
he unites with so many others when he prays. As 
the Korean missionary who suggested (EE) said, 
“The total makes a handful of petitions.”’ 


Communications regarding cooperation may be 
sent to any member of the committee, and it is 
proposed that a resume of these shall be pub- 
lished from time to time, looking toward a Church- 
wide Crusade for concerted prayer. 


A new world is in the making. Let us give our- 
selves to God in prayer that He may have our 
cooperation in remaking the world according to 
His loving purpose. ‘ 


Committee: Charles L. King, Pastor, First Pres. 
byterian Church, Houston, Tex.; Marion K. Boggs, 
Pastor, Second Presbyterian Church, Little Rock, 
Ark.; H. Kerr Taylor, Educational Secretary, 
Nashville, Tenn.; Miss Marion Wilcox, Missionary 
to China (now in U.S.A.); P. Frank Price, Chair. 
man of Committee, Florence, S. C. 


Subjects For Concerted Prayer 


Upon which, it is hoped, a large and increasing 
number throughout our Church shall unite, with 
the consciousness of a Church-wide fellowship in 
prayer, pleading God’s promises and His willing. 
ness to bless, and watching for and recording the 
answers: 


“All in Authority” (AA) according to I Tim. 


-2:1-6. For all in authority, high and low, civil and 


military, for the duration of the war and in the 
conclusion of a righteous peace. 


“‘The Billion in Bondage’ (BB) to the tyranny 
and oppression of their fellow men. For these we 
are engaged in a war of liberation. We do not for- 
get that large part of the world which groans and 
travails under the bondage of sin. The proclain- 
ing of deliverance from sin is the perennial work 
of the Church. But now we are involved in a 
global conflict for the breaking of human shackles, 
just as Joshua was fighting against the tyranny 
of the Amalekites. Not alone did the sword of 
Joshua prevail, but the uplifted rod of Moses, 
the symbol of united prayer. 


We pray unitedly also that the outcome of this 
global war shall be the proclamation of universal 
freedom of conscience and worship, through which 
wider doors may be opened for the proclamation 
of the Gospel of redeeming grace. 


“The Church in time of Crisis’? (CC), that it 


may be a repentant Church, within a repentant 


nation, a Church with a new sense of mission, 
not disobedient unto the heavenly vision, a Church 
ready to give of her sons and pour out her wealth, 
that Christ may be known and the Church bear 
her witness at home and abroad, even unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. 


“The Dawn of that New Day (DD) when the 
Spirit shall have been poured upon us from 9 
high, and the wilderness become a fruitful field. 
This, though fourth in the list, is urged as 
in importance. A military victory without 4 
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spiritual victory would only leave leanness in our 
souls. The Church is weak and a weak Church 
can never conquest the world for Christ. The re- 
sources of Divine grace are ours, if we will. All we 
have to do is to fulfill these conditions with peni- 
tent hearts and earnest and united prayers. 


“Evangelizing Everybody” (EE), through 


prayer and personal work. 


“As soon as Zion travailed she brought forth 
children.” 


“Q Lord, revive Thy work in the midst of the 
years; in the midst of the years make known; in 
wrath remember mercy.” 


“If... you shall agree on earth as touching 
anything that ye shall ask it shall be done of my 
Father which is in heaven.” 


>_> — 


Continuing To Serve 
By Claude H. Pritchard 


As successor to Dr. Homer McMillan, who re- 
linquished his duties as Executive Secretary of 
Assembly’s Home Missions on September 1, 1944, 
I take this opportunity to say a personal word. 
Dr. MeMillan’s herculean labors as Associate Sec- 
retary (1906-1920), General Secretary (1920- 
1929) and Executive Secretary (1929-1944) have 
made him one of the best known and best loved 
men our Church has ever had. 


‘For thirty-eight years,’’ reads the report of 
the Standing Committee on Home Missions, adopt- 
ed by the 1944 General Assembly, ‘‘Dr. McMillan’s 
name has been synonymous with the Home Mis- 
sion enterprise throughout the Assembly. His 
statesmanlike vision, his understanding of the 
task, his progressive spirit and sympathetic con- 
sideration of the workers in the field, together 
with his unswerving loyalty to the interests of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church to which he has so 
unselfishly given his talents, have made for him a 
lasting place in the hearts and affections of our 
Home Mission workers and our ministers and peo- 
ple everywhere. : 


“Any tribute to Dr. MeMillan’s magnificent ser- 


vice so generously rendered through these sig- | 


nificant years of unprecedented growth and en- 
largement of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
would inadequately express the deep sense of ap- 
precilation and obligation which will be felt 
throughout the General Assembly for his superb 
leadership to this vital cause. The Executive Com- 
mittee in its report to the General Assembly has 
expressed its own appreciation of Dr. McMillan’s 
long and exacting service which tribute is heartily 
commended to the consideration of every member 
of this Assembly.” 


Many worthy tributes were paid Dr. McMillan 
on the floor of the General Assembly as the Stand- 
ing Committee’s report was adopted. None how- 
ever surpassed in eloquence and earnestness the 
tribute of Rev. J. W. Rice; of Scotlandville, La., 
who spoke for the Negro Commissioners from the 
Presbyteries of Snedecor Memorial Synod. Mr. 
“ice voiced the high esteem in which Dr. McMillan 
is held, not only by the Negroes but by every 
stoup whom the Home Mission Committee serves, 
Apress of race or color; and expressed grate- 
ul thanks for his constant and earnest efforts to 


secure for them their rights and privileges as 
members of the Presbyterian Church. 


The final recommendation of the Standing Com- 
mittee’s report which dealt with Dr. McMillan’s 
continuing service was adopted enthusiastically by 
the General Assembly. This recommendation 
states: “That in view of the termination of the 
service of Dr. Homer McMillan, as fixed by a rule 
of the Assembly, we recommend that the Assembly 
request the Executive Committee of Home Mis- 
sions to make the widest possible use of Dr. Mc- 
Millan’s time and talents by continui him in 
some capacity where his long Pee ee capable 
and efficient leadership, and proven administra- 
tive ability, together with the confidence reposed 
in him by the whole Church, will be of great value 
to the Church at Large in its Home Mission task.” | 


In compliance with this action of the General 
Assembly which had my hearty approval I take 
pleasure in announcing that the Executive Com- 
mittee has elected Dr. McMillan to serve as Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Committee. In this capacity, 
his rich experience, his sound judgment and his 
knowledge of the work will be readily available 
for the furtherance of the great cause to which 
he has devoted his entire ministry. It will be a 
= to have him continue thus in _ the 
work. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


CHRISTIAN EUROPE TODAY 
By Adolph Keller 


Published By Harper Bros., New York, 
3 N. Y. Price $3.00. : 


The character of this volume is accurately set 
forth in its title. It gives a panoramic view of the 
status of Christianity on the Continent of Europe. 
Dr. Keller is an authority on this subject and has 
had access to many sources of information not 
available to the public. He has a very interesting 
section on “The Church of Rome and the Evan- 
gelical Churches.”’ Here the author quotes from 
Professor Leonhardt, of Geneva, in answer to the 
appeal of the Roman Catholic Church for Chris- 
tian unity. Leonhardt remarked: “They say: Re- 
turn to unity which alone can assure truth. We 
say: Return to the evangelical and Biblical truth 
which alone can insure unity.’”’ The reader will 
find many such excellent insights. We are also glad 
to note that Dr. Keller reveals that in Roman 
Catholic biographies of Luther and Calvin they 
exhibit more understanding and appreciation of 
these great leaders. He quotes from an appraisal 
of Calvin made by Dr. Vierneisel, in Heidelberg, 
who considers him as “a great spiritual power for 
the concern of the Christian religion.” 


Seated in his watch-tower in Switzerland from 
which events all around the country can be closely 
observed, the author has given us a comprehensive 
record of things as they are today and the shape 
of things he expects to take place tomorrow. Al- 
though we would not subscribe to all of his pre- 
suppositions, we feel that this volume is not only 
informing, but illuminating. Every student of con- 
temporary Christianity must feel that this is an 
indispensable book for his library. | 

—John R. Richardson. 
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WHY GOOD PEOPLE SUFFER 
By L. T. Wilds 


Published By The John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. Price 35c Each; $3.00 Per Dozen. 


The author shows in this little booklet which is 
filled with good suggestions for those who are 
suffering or know of dear ones in that plight, that 
sin and suffering are very much akin and that 
suffering comes from sin and Satan. Although this 
book is not a treatise on the cause of sin yet it is 
evident that this cause must be posited in order 
to follow through with the cause of suffering. The 
author states that Satan was the cause for Job’s 
sufferings by first seeking God’s permission and 
then by actually bringing upon him that suffering. 
“So went Satan forth from the presence of God 
and smote Job with sore boils ... ” (Job 2:7). 
Satan introduced sin into the world through Adam 
also. The author asserts that the statement, ‘“‘good 
people,” is untrue, as there are no good people in 
the strict sense of the word; but also reminds us 
that we are to be careful not to attribute suffer- 
ing to some particular sin on your part or the 
part of someone else. Jesus emphasizes this need 
in His statement to His disciples who interrogated 
Him concerning the suffering of a blind man, to 
which He answered: “Neither did this man sin nor 
his parents but that the works of God should be 
made manifest in him.” The paragraphs on the 
use of suffering and the attitude toward suffering 
are most helpful. Nor does the author leave us 
comfortless but rather shows that the broken 
pieces will be regathered and that God Himself 
sets us the example of true suffering. The book is 
well worth a place in everyone’s library. 
—H. G: Vorsheim, Jr. 


THE GOSPEL IN ACTION 
By Henry W. McLaughlin 


Published By The John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. Price $1.00. 


“The Gospel In Action” is a most. practical and 


logical presentation of the principles and possi- 
bilities of setting a whole church into action to 
the fulfilling of its mission upon the earth. Evan- 
gelism is the keynote. Putting the members of the 
church to work in the business of evangelism 
through Outpost Sunday Schools and other Chris- 
tian activities, makes for growth and satisfaction 
in the Christian life. 


The trend of the book is seen on Page 37 under 
the caption, ‘‘The Church In Social Adjustment.”’ 
Here the author states: “The church is spiritual 
and not secular in its functions. It is primarily a 
witness-bearing and a missionary agency. Its in- 
direct influence on economic, social and political 
reforms is more dynamic and of greater value than 
it would be if the church should make these re- 
forms its prime concern. true church deals 
with causes rather than symptoms.” In carrying 
out this dominant thought the author shows what 
the church can do by way of influencing the home 
life, church life, political and economic life through 
ae teaching and inculcating of Christian prin- 
ciples. | 


The book is thorough-going and offers many 
practical] suggestions to pastors and Sunday School 
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workers on building up an organization, and reach. 
ing out for souls for whom Christ died. The slogan 
used as the title of the book may be put into action 
in the following ways: (1) Every member of the 
community a member of Sunday School. (2) Every 
member of the Sunday School a_ member of 
Church. (3) Every member of the Church a gen. 
uine Christian. (4) Every Christian with a definite 
task. It has been a pleasure and profit to review 
this book. The author is to be commended. 
—H. G. Vorsheim, Jr, 


THE MILLENIUM 
What It Is Not And What It Is 
By George B. Fletcher 


Published By Bible Truth Depot, 
Swengel, Pa. 64 pages. 


This booklet is by a Calvinistic Baptist minister 
who has changed from modern Dispensationalism 
to A-milleniarianism, that is, from the futurist to 
the symbolic interpretation of Revelation. Except 
for a bit of sharpness toward those with whom he 
formerly agreed, the volume is an excellent study, 
One of the strongest parts of the work is its at- 
tention to Old Testament prophecy. The author 


shows that most of the Prophets spoke before the 


Restoration and that some of their prophecies re- 
ferred to the Restoration of Israel and the Old 
Testament ritual. Some prophecies were condi 
tioned upon Israel’s obedience and so were not 
fully fulfilled due to disobedience. Many of the 
prophecies had a typical as well as a literal mean- 
ing according to the suggestion in Revelation, 
“The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 
Thus the promises to David had a partial literal 
fulfillment in Solomon and his successors and find 
their spiritual and eternal fulfillment in Christ. 
(Acts 2:25-32). The reviewer is in general accord 
with Mr. Fletcher’s positions without agreeing to 
each detail. —Wnm. C. R. 


THE WITNESS OF MATTHEW AND 
MARK TO CHRIST 


By Ned Bernard Stonehouse, Professor of New 
Testament in Westminster Theological Sem‘nary 


Published By Presbyterian Guardian, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.50. 


A book for the student. Not easily read. Frequent 
reference to the Scripture text is necessary. In 
sense it is a partial commentary on the first two 
gospels, with special emphasis on important inter- 
pretations thrust forward in the modern (and 
critical) discussions of the gospels. There is 4 
bibliography of some twenty-six volumes indi 
eated. Mark’s conception of Sonship is Messianic 
rather than ethico-religious. The views of “adopt 
ionist Christology” is opposed. Mark did not write 
as a biographer; and hence does not provide ade 
quate materials for construction of a_ biography 
of Jesus. Rather, this gospel is episodic in char 
acter, which accounts for its silence as to Ils 
torical origin, and its absolutely abrupt ending, 
the preponderance of evidence being in favor of 
its close at Verse 8, Chapter 16. 


The purpose of Matthew is to depict Jesus 4 
the Messianic King, the Son of David, whose his 
tory fulfills the revelation of the Old Testament 
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Alleged discrepancies between Matthew: and Mark 
are satisfactorily explained. The “Galilean Hy- 
pothesis” theory of Christ’s ministry is thoroughly 
examined and exploded. And, while Matthew’s gos- 
pel was directed to the whole of Israel, it is not 
primarily an expression of a Judaizing party 


within the early Church, but was written to supply - 


the needs of the entire Christian community. The 
Kingdom is a single coming kingdom, the escha- 
tological fulfillment of the history of redemption, 
coming to realization in two stages—first, in the 
constituted and organized Church of Jesus Christ, 
and finally in its ideal and absolute form when the 
Son of Man comes on the clouds of heaven with 
great power and glory. —-Stephen B. Williams. 


THE VERBAL INSPIRATION OF THE 


BIBLE AND ITS ACCURACY 
By Rev. John R. Rice, D.D. 


Sword Of The Lord Publishers, 
Wheaton, IIl. Price 10c. 


A 28-page pamphlet, dealing with the verbal in- 


- spiration, and is a splendid answer to a recent 


article in one of our church papers by a promi- 
nent minister on ‘Verbal Inspiration.” Dr. Rice 
shows where the great saints of all ages believed 
in word-for-word inspiration, and quotes from Dr. 
B. H. Carroll, the “greatest theologian Southern 
Baptists have ever had,’’ who said: ‘‘Any talk about 
revelation without verbal inspiration is_ fool’s 
talk.” Others, like Wesley, Finney, A. J. Gordon, 
Moody, Torrey, J. Wilbur Chapman, believed in 
the fact of verbal inspiration. The Bible itself ex- 
plicitly claims to be verbally inspired, and cites 
indisputable examples from the Book itself. He 
ably refutes the modernistic slur of ‘‘Mechanical 
Dictation,” and explains apparent difficulties in 
the Bible. He answers the argument about the dif- 
ference in the words in the Gospel describing the 
title which Pilate placed above the Cross of Jesus. 
Each one of the Gospels give only a part of the 
inscription, but gives it accurately, and when they 
are combined together, all four give the entire in- 
scription. The low price of this booklet makes it 
available for wide distribution in local congrega- 
tions. —Stephen B. Williams. 


FROM SCIENCE TO SOULS 
By Peter W. Stoner 


Published By Moody Press, 159 Institute Place, 
Chicago, Ill. 116 pages. Price $1.00. 


The author, a professor of mathematics at Pase- 
dena Junior College, argues for the Bible’s au- 
thenticity on the familiar ground of probability. 
This he does, first, by showing that the Genesis 
account of creation says what modern science 
says. This agreement apart from the divine in- 
spiration is most unlikely. Secondly, he points to 
the fulfillment of the Bible’s prophecies. It is just 
48 Improbable that these could have been made 
apart from supernatural inspiration. The Bible 
must, therefore, be God’s Word. The author con- 
cludes with a plea for a personal acceptance of 
the Christ presented in the Word. 


Christianity has found the probability argu- 
ment dreadfully weak. It appeals instead to the 
lact of the absolute God, the presupposition of all 
thought, apart from whom and whose revela- 
on we can know nothing. —Adrian DeYoung. 
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WHEN CHRIST CONTROLS 
By John M. Versteeg 


Published By Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville, 
Tenn. 148 pages. Price $1.50. 


This book is a group of messages on stewardship, 
an excellent subject for Christian preaching. The 
author presents the broad rather than the narrow 
meaning of stewardship, and makes it mean the 
bringing of all life under Christ’s control. 


There is much, however, for which the messages | 
are not remarkable: Christian doctrine, exposition 
of texts, orderly development of thought and 
clarity of statement. —Adrian DeYoung. 


DAWN 
By Newman Watts 


Published By Moody Press, 150 Institute 
Place, Chicago, Ill. Price $1.50. 


Dawn is the story of an aristocratic English girl 
by the same name. Born of a Christian mother 
who has died, and raised by a rationalistic father, 
Sir Ryecroft of the English Parliament, Dawn 
knows only one side of life, the moral looseness 
and selfishness of those in high social position. 


In answer to the prayers of her mother, by the 
providence of God, she is converted to the Chris- 
tian faith. The story is made romantic in nature 
when Dawn falls in love with and _ eventually 
marries a young evangelist who is leading flood 
waves of revival sweeping England and America. 
The author faithfully condemns the church of to- 
day because of its evangelistic lethargy and earn- 
estly endeavors to awaken it to its primary task, 
“To seek and to save those who are lost.” We 


recommend this book to high school and college 


students. —Mrs. John R. Richardson. 


GOD AND THE DAY’S WORK 
By Robert Lowry Calhoun 


Published By Association Press, 347 Madison Ave. 
New York, N. Y., and Fleming H. Revel Co., 158 
Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. Price 75c. 


This small volume is an unorthodox attempt to 
prove that God has a divine plan for every life 
which may be realized through the avenues of 
worship and work. We approve the thesis that God 
has a plan for every life, but we disapprove the 
author’s explanations of this plan. He speaks of 
God as sovereign, omniscient and omnipotent, but 
with reservations and limitations. This is a con- 
tradiction in words as well as in meaning. We also 
do not agree with his statement concerning the 
origin of man which are contrary to the teachings 
of Holy Scripture. Although the book contains a 
number of helpful suggestions, it is marred be- 
cause of the author’s failure to hold to the au- 
thority of the Word of God. | 

—Weaver K. Eubank. 
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